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FEATURED ARTICLES 

   2014 SPELLING BEE

 “ I thought the words were going to be harder, the 
hardest words they got to was six grade,” said Nicole.

              
	
	 5th Grade Basketball Win

The Fifth Graders finally get a win. Check out 
this exciting game!!

TEACHER INTERVIEW

Want to learn more about Steve Hartman, the 
math teacher?  Was Steve always a math 
teacher? How long has he been a teacher? 
What was his first teaching job? What’s his 
favorite thing about teaching?   Read all about 
him to find out the answers to these questions 
and more.
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Carter O’Daniel, Liam Kinnaird, Alton Headworth, 
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spelling bee of  2014 Steve Hartman  

Todays Issues: Crazy Couture,  Steve Hartman,  
Comics and Fun, Book of the Month,  Basketball 
Records, Spelling Bee, and The Fifth Grade 
Basketball Team Stumbles Upon First Win.

Thank you for your interests in the Mercy Times!
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Nicole Curley:

Favorite Color:
Red

Favorite Food:
Fettucini Alfredo

Favorite Celeb:
Channing Tatum

Favorite Animal:
Emu

The Mercy Spelling Bee’s 
Unexpected Winner

All participants of  the spelling bee 

 The Mercy Montessori 2014 Spelling Bee was very interesting. The 

sixth grader Nicole Curley won this year.  “I thought I was going to lose 

very badly.  I just studied so much and it worked,” Nicole says. “I really 

thought Charlie or an older kid was going to win. I thought the words 
were going to be harder, the hardest words they got to were sixth grade 

words,” Nicole says.  The winning word was “mugwump.”  The word 
mugwump means: A leader of  a body of  peoples. 

	 Audrey Felton, Owen Segen, Drake Cooper, Nick Klus, Charlie 

Steward, Nathan Keesee, Ceceilagh Pitstick, Maggie Butkovich, and 
Alton Headworth were the other participants in the spelling bee. They 

all did very well. It was a close contest in the end between Ceceilagh  
and Nicole. On that last word the tension in the air was rising and then 

Bam! Nicole won and the crowd was going wild. (not really!) 

The whole 9-12 wishes  Nicole luck as  she represents  Mercy at the 
Regional Bee on Feb. 22 at SCPA.

By Lily Coughlin and Zoe Cummings
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 “It was a tough game fought by both 
teams,” Nicholas McCarty says. Early in the 
game Royalmont Academy took a quick 
lead by knocking down three baskets for a 
lead of six, and a score of six to zero at the 
end of  the quarter, with them in the lead. 
	 The fifth graders played outstanding 
defense, but did not produce anything good 
on the other side. The point guard,  
Nicholas McCarty, did not have clean 
passes. He had at least five consecutive 
times when he came up the court with the 
ball,  and did either a bad pass  or a bad 
dribble.

At the end of the second quarter it 
looked like they were making a run, even 
though they only had three points. They 
average about thirteen points in a half and 
26 points in a game. 

The three points came from fifth 
grader, Cannon Spelman. He hit three free 
throws out of six in the quarter and those 
were the points  they finished the quarter 
with.  The third quarter was bad too. Not 
much happened. A couple shots were made 
by Cannon Spelman and Nicholas 
McCarty.

Fourth quarter was huge even though 
they didn’t score until the end. With two 
minutes left on the clock, Mercy had it tied. 
They pass  it to Cannon, he makes a run at 
the hoop and lays it in for two points. 

Mercy up two, Royalmont has the ball 
with about one minute and 30 seconds  left. 
Royalmont throws the ball in and Nicholas 
McCarty makes a steal. He quickly throws 
it to Brody Bayes on the other side of the 
court.

Brody takes it from there and does a 
huge play that expands their lead by three. 
It’s  twelve to nine, Mercy on top. 
Royalmont rushes and gets an easy layup to 
cut the lead to a one point difference. 
Nicholas  McCarty brings it up and 
throws it and it’s STOLEN. 

At that point Mercy thinks it’s 
over. Royalmont steals the ball and 
does  a fast break with two players  on 
one Mercy Player.

Royalmont got an easy shot which 
went in and out. Hank Perry got a 
rebound with 18 seconds left. He gives 
it to Nicholas McCarty who holds it 
for four seconds, throws it to another 
teammate, but it pops off Royalmont. 
Mercy has the inbounds.

Nathan Keesee makes a good, firm  
pass to Nicholas McCarty. With 10 seconds 
left, he makes a run around the half-court 
line even getting pressured at the top, but 
still sneaks by two people and around the 
corner to the base line. At that point the 
time expires  and joy comes to the fifth 
graders. 

By Nicholas McCarty

Fifth Grade Basketball Team 
Stumbles Upon First Win

Team Members:
1. Hank Perry
2. Nicholas McCarty
3. Cannon Spelman
4. Brody Bayes
5. Nathan Keesee
6. Nick Kaiser
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Interview with Steve 
Hartman
 You know Steve Hartman as  our 
9-12 math teacher, but don’t you 
want to know more? At home, Steve 
has interests other than math. He 
enjoys traveling. He is also interested 
in his  children. Another interest 
Hartman has is his students, job 
and, of  course, MATH. 

Hartman has  been employed at 
Mercy Montessori for 27 years and 
started here as a swim instructor. He 
also worked at Turpin and Walnut 
Hills High Schools as a science and 
health teacher. McNicholas  and St. 
Xavier have had Steve Hartman as a 
coach.	 Steve claims that his  favorite 
things about being a teacher are 
watching the children that he 

teaches grow and seeing someone 
understand the material. 

Reporter, Nicole Curley, asked 
Steve how he deals with a child who 
is struggling to grab the idea. He 
told her that he needs  to recognize 
the area of confusion and try several 
ways to help them and, “Wait for 
the lightbulb to go off.” 

-By Nicole Curley

Dive in and 
learn about our 

own special 
teacher, Steve 

Hartman. 
Believe it or not, 

he didn’t 
ALWAYS teach 

math... 

Math Symbols Steve
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	 Girls these days are very image-obsessed. We always need to look our 
best (for no apparent reason). People love to express  their personalities 
through what they wear. Here are some of  the things that we love. 
 Lululemon is very hot right now,  and why shouldn’t it be? It has  been 
known especially for its  headbands. I’m surprised that every girl doesn’t own 
more than three or four.  Graphic tees are extremely in right now. Cute tops 
with hilarious sayings are the best, and are a great conversation starter. 

Sweatshirts are cute and a great way to stay warm in this  super cold 
weather. They are also a great way to express yourself. It can tell people if 
you’re sweet and smart or a take charge kind of girl. Sweatshirts  are a great 
way to express that also, and always very fun! 

Beanies  and hats are cute, but slowly fading away. One of our own, 
Henry Burchett,  has  brought a whole new meaning to the beanie world. 
Only a few can pull off the “hat” look and one of our own fifth grader’s is 
one of them,  Eliza Lucas. She can wear a hat and the hat feels like it’s 
wearing her.

By Nicole Curley and Zoe Cummings
 

Above is a really 
cute outfit that our 
fashion guru’s have 

put together!

Crazy Couture 

YouTube 
Video of  the Month!

Does this thing really work?

By grav3yardgirl
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Across
2. This rock is formed when 
water collides with molten 
lava.
6. The last indian to sign the 
treaty of Greenville.
Down
1. The first civilization, now 
modern day Iraq. between the 
Tigris and Euphrates river.
3. What animal is the 
antagonist in the three little 
pigs.
4. What school do we go to. 
This is a test of your 
intelligence (smarts)
5. a leader of a body of 
persons. It sounds funny.

Crossword

Illusions of  the Month

Which way are they climbing?

Wow it really works!
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T h e Q u a n t u m 
League: Spell Robbers 
is a pretty epic book. Its about 
this kid named Ben. When he 
gets invited to a science 
camp, but then he realizes it’s 
not your normal quantum 
phys ics camp. Not tha t 
quantum physics camps are  
normal. At the camp they learn 
the ability of acution <--- (Not 

a real word don’t look it up.) ---
He uses his new powers to 
assist a league of people with 
the same power. But the real 
question remains, What are 
Ben’s true loyalties? Guess 
you got to read it to find out.
-Liam Kinnaird   

Book of  the Month

   The swim team’s coach, Tom Grant, 
teaches the whole team. He has been at 
Mercy Montessori about 25 years. We 
have three meets in the whole season. We 
get a lot of first place ribbons at the meet. 
We raise money to keep the swim team 
going. We do have swim lessons at our 
school.  There are a lot of good swimmers 
at Mercy.
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 By Maria Zerhusen

Swim Team Savvy
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The Case of the Kidnapped Mamallama
 Once, there was a mamallama... Wait - back up!!! I just want you to know that I am not 
just a narrator. I am SUPER-DUDE! I control this story.
 Anyway, back to the story...
 Once, there was a mamallama named Martha. This isn’t  just a another mother llama. 
This is something with the head of a mama and the body of a llama.
The mamallama was the mayor of The Lost City of Llama’s (this city also consists of 
mutated Italian food items, but llamas founded the city).
 One day Martha was taking a walk when a lasagna named George ran into her., “Can 
you come to my house? I need you to settle an argument!”  
 Martha, who was used to settling arguments, did as George asked and went to his 
house.
 When Martha got there, there wasn’t an argument going on. There was only a group of 
lasagna and nightsticks. They lunged at her and knocked her out.
When she woke up, she found herself in a place she knew was The Lost City  of Alpaca’s, a 
place that  only had ALPACAS!!!! (just so you know, alpacas may be cousins with llamas, 
and llamas are quite nice, but the place the lasagnas brought her to couldn’t be good, so 
alpacas had to be barbaric in “MY” story).

 Llamas and alpacas are HUGE enemies, but luckily, she had an Alpacazappinator 

(which is custom made for zapping alpaca’s ), and a ninja suit for mamallamas. Every time 
an alpaca saw her, she would zap him and he would fall unconscious.
 Finally, after zapping the heck out  of any alpaca who saw her, she took off in a heavily  
armored plane back to The Lost City of Llama’s. After that, Martha took a small group of 
police officers to George’s house, but it was deserted.
 Then Martha went  to a secret underground base, where you could find ANYTHING! 
They found that George and his friends were living in Atlantis. Then they went and caught 
them.          THE END    
 *If you are interested in submitting a story or poem to the newspaper, submit your piece to Carla Booth.

Creative writing of the Month
Featured story by Alton Headworth


