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Our Mission
	 	Mercy	Montessori	Center	nurtures	the	development	of	the	whole	child	in		

the	context	of	a	Catholic	community	that	inspires	the	love	of	God,	respects		
individual	differences	and	cultivates	a	life-long	love	of	learning.		The	goal		
for	each	child	is	to	become	a	contributing	member	of	society	and	ultimately		
a	citizen	of	heaven.

Greetings from the Principal
Fall 2013

As I write this to you, we are busy readying the building for the arrival of students at the end of August.   
This is a most exciting time of year, and the beginning of many great adventures for both new and returning 
students.  The teachers are busy preparing their classrooms and thinking ahead to the first lessons and  
community building activities that mark the start of another wonderful year at Mercy Montessori.

Many improvements have occurred during the summer months, and you can see before and after pictures in 
the Fall Mercy Quarterly of several well used areas that children and parents are sure to appreciate!  We have 
created some new spaces and redesigned others to meet the needs of our school community.  Thank you to 
everyone who was a part of this rewarding process.  
 
I hope that you will enjoy reading about our summer happenings and also our remarkable graduates.  This  
fall newsletter edition has an alumni component, and I am delighted to share with you a few updates of the 
undertakings of graduates of Mercy Montessori.  If you are reading this as an alumna/alumnus or a proud  
parent of a Mercy graduate, we invite you to send contact information and good news to Kara Olding at  
kolding@mercymontessori.org.  We would love to hear from you!
       
I thank you for your commitment and love of this very special school.  As I realize that treasured families who 
have been driving through the daily carline for 11+ years have graduated their youngest child and are now off 
to high school carpools, I am cheered by the knowledge that many beautiful three-year-olds will have already 
embarked upon their first school days by the time you receive this publication.  Transitions can be challenging 
and there are always a few tears (sometimes more from parents than children!), but at the end of the day,  
everyone can be assured that all Mercy students are in capable and caring hands.

We are privileged to serve the families of Mercy Montessori and open our doors for an amazing 44th school 
year.  We have a strong mission, a proud tradition of Montessori education, and great learning to inspire us 
throughout 2013-2014.  We are happy to have you on this journey with us! 

In the Spirit of Mercy,

Patty Normile, Principal
Mercy Montessori
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Upcoming School Events

August 28 
 - New Parent Coffee 8:30 am

August 29
  - Parent Welcome Night and Classroom Presentations

August 30
 - Coffee and Conversation in the Parlor 8:45 am
 - School Mass 9:30 am

September 2
 - Labor Day
 - Mercy Metric Race at Lunken Playfield
 - Mercy Metric Family Picnic

October 11
 - Fall Break

November 25 and November 26 
 - Grandparents’ Days

November 27 - November 29
 - Thanksgiving Break 

The	full	school	calendar	is	viewable	at		
www.mercymontessori.org	and	includes		
specific	dates	and	times	for	additional	events.
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Junior High Manages Yearbook Production

The photographs of junior high student Crosley 
Spelman received some notable local attention this 
summer.  One of the young photographer’s city  
skyline images was featured by Cincinnati USA 
Convention and Visitor’s Bureau.  His work has also 
been included in multiple social media sites and he 
has spent the summer connecting with well-known 
photographers and learning the art of photography.  
Be sure to check out  
http://instagram.com/p/ct3g0UOLRJ/ to see one 
of Crosley’s impressive photographs.

Right	-	Junior	high	student	Crosley	Spelman	has		
spent	the	summer	capturing	Cincinnati	and		
Northern	Kentucky	with	his	camera.		His	images,		
like	this	one	of	the	Cincinnati	skyline	and	Roebling		
Suspension	Bridge,	are	receiving	attention	from		
local	media	and	on-line	photography	sites.

Eighth Grader’s Photographs Receiving Recognition

As has been the tradition for many years, the 7th and 8th grade 
yearbook staff spent months creating the Mercy Montessori  
2012-2013 Yearbook that was published this summer and will  
be distributed to families in the fall.  A true labor of love, the  
group of 24 students, with the support of Allison McDonough, 
photographed students and events throughout the year,  
organized photos, designed the individual pages, and wrote  
the yearbook’s copy.  

No small achievement, we all extend a huge thank you for the 
hours of work the group put into the project.  “This is a beautiful 
yearbook.  We really worked hard to step up the quality and the 
students were very dedicated, particularly Patrick Butkovich who 
worked on the project long after his graduation and well into June.  
They did a remarkable job,” reflected Allison.

Right	-	Junior	high	students	created	Mercy	Montessori’s	2012-2013	
Yearbook,	with	the	volunteer	assistance	of	Allison	McDonough.			
Yearbook	production	is	one	of	the	unique	opportunities	available		
to	Mercy’s	7th	and	8th	grade	students.



Summer is the season for major building improvements at Mercy Montessori.  Numerous projects took place  
during June and July in preparation for the return of our amazing students.  We take great pride in providing  
the children with beautiful spaces for developing academically, socially, physically, creatively, and spiritually.   
The following before and after photos tell the tale of our largest building improvements and we hope that you  
are as happy as we are with the transformation and upgrades to our beautiful campus. 

Building Improvements Create Ideal Spaces
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Above	-	A	teachers’	dining	room	has	been	created	in	the	
former	vending	machine	room	and	kitchen	office	spaces,		
creating	privacy	for	teachers	and	an	additional	small	
meeting	room	space	for	staff	and	parents.

Above	-	The	children’s	dining	room	has	been	redesigned	
with	a	linoleum	floor,	new	paint,	and	decorative	panels	
to	protect	the	walls	from	spills.		The	relocation	of	the	
teachers’	dining	room	created	additional	seating	space	
for	students	in	the	children’s	dining	room.		Many	thanks	
to	Steph	Shroyer	for	her	design	talents	for	this	all-	
important	space.

Above	-	The	parlor	has	been	redesigned	and		
refurbished	to	create	a	welcoming	space	for	visitors,		
parents,	alumni,	and	staff.		A	small	meeting	space	was		
also	included	in	the	design.		Many	thanks	to	parents		
Tara	Ryan	Busch	and	Abby	Moran	for	their	expertise		
in	creating	this	lovely	gathering	place.

Above	-	Mercy’s	indoor	swimming	pool	deck	has	new,		
concrete	flooring,	repaired	pillars,	and	a	much-needed	
drainage	system	around	the	perimeter	of	the	pool.	

Thank	you	to	Jan	Kaiser	who	made	new	cushions	for		
the	school	entry	benches.	 Beautiful	work!	



Challenger British Soccer Camp  
an Annual Favorite
Soccer season kicks-off for many of our students with 
the Mercy summer soccer camp held each August at 
Armleder Park.  Run by the Challenger British Soccer 
trainers, the week-long skills camp is a perfect way for 
players to reconnect with schoolmates and have some 
fun in the sun.  Coach Carl will be working with our 
teams again this fall and we thank Shelly Zimmer,  
soccer coordinator, for organizing his accommodations 
and the August camp!

Right	-	Athletes	of	all	ages	enjoy	the	August	Challenger	
British	Soccer	Camp	organized	for	Mercy’s	students.
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MMPA Officers Off and Running
The officers of Mercy Montessori’s Parents Association (MMPA) met in August to kick-off what is sure to be a  
fantastic school year for everyone in the community.  The MMPA is comprised of parents who volunteer their  
time to provide special social and educational events throughout the school year.  Planned activities generally  
occur outside of the school day, and offer a wide variety of opportunities for community building.  Interested in 
joining the MMPA?  Please attend one of the upcoming meetings scheduled for the second Monday of each  
month at 7:00pm.  All are welcome!

 President:  Carrie Geiger
 Vice President:  Mary Beth Losch
 Secretary:  Jennifer Zembrodt  
 Treasurer:  Paige Ellerman
 Hospitality/Social Coordinator:  Heather Morath
 Class Ambassador Coordinator:  Susan Fraley
 Education/Programs Coordinator:  Abby Moran
 Preschool and Lower Elementary Activities Coordinator:  Celeste Morgan
 Upper Elementary Activities Coordinator:  open
 Junior High Activities Coordinator:  open
 Volunteer Coordinator:  Rachel Heitkamp
 Teacher Representative:  Beth Woeber
 Administration/Boosters Representative:  Patty Normile
 PlayDay Coordinator:  Raechel Scarchilli
 Kroger Card Coordinator:  Amy Matlock
 Remke/Biggs Card Coordinator:  Annette Wright
 SCRIPS Coordinator:  Stephanie Sommer
 Flower Sale Coordinator:  Scott Cotner-Young



 President:  David Berger
 Vice President:  Stu Shroyer
 Treasurer:  Mike Heitkamp
 Secretary:  Britton Fraley
 Equipment Manager:  Kim Perry
 Soccer Coordinator:  Shelly Zimmer
 Basketball Coordinator:  Jeff Spelman
 Volleyball Coordinator:  Kerry Butkovich
 Track/Swimming Coordinator:  Tom Grant
 Mercy Metric Chairs:  Dan and Ann Barnes

 Administration Representative:  Patty Normile

Right	-	Dan	and	Ann	Barnes	chaired	the	annual	Mercy	Metric	5K/10K	race	and	Kids	Fun	Run	at		
Lunken	Airport	Playfield	on	Labor	Day,	September	2nd.

Introducing the 2013-2014 Class Ambassadors

Mercy Montessori’s Athletic Boosters Association works behind the scenes to provide a great sports experience for  
our students.  Soccer, swimming, volleyball, track and field, and basketball teams are all coordinated and organized  
by parent volunteers.  The Mercy Metric Race and the Challenger Sports Program are additional benefits that the  
students enjoy, thanks to the Boosters Association.  The members of the 2013-2014 Athletic Boosters Association 
would be happy to have your assistance with their ongoing efforts and invites you to join them for a meeting.
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Athletic Boosters Association

Mercy’s Class Ambassadors are parents who look forward to welcoming you to your new (or familiar) classrooms  
and circles.  Periodically, these parent volunteers will share information and highlight what you have most likely  
previously read in the all-important weekly Wednesday email notes from the school.  The ambassadors are happy  
to answer general questions about Mercy Montessori and your specific classroom, and can also direct you to the  
appropriate staff member or volunteer for detailed questions regarding your child, school policies, sports, etc. 

Please feel free to contact your Class Ambassador if you feel he/she could assist your family.  Your ambassador looks  
forward to getting to know you and introducing you to others in your child’s classroom or circle!

Preschool Division     
 Whitney and Bonni’s Class:  Raechel Scarchilli 
 Diane and Allison’s Class:  Sarah Hull  
 Yvonne and Tricia’s Class:  Dena Cranley
 Jodie and Becky’s Class:  Stephanie Deimling

Lower Elementary Division
 Melissa and Noreen’s Class:  Susan Fraley
 Heidi and Beth’s Class:  Lisa Galvin-Sang
 Susan and Chris’ Class:  Cha Soutar

Upper Elementary Division
 Carla, Libby, and Mary Ann’s Circles:  Kip Vota
 Marybeth, Phyllis, and Steve’s Circles:  Steph Shroyer

Junior High Division
 Junior High Class:  Molly Klesa and Angela Berger

Class Ambassador Coordinator:  Susan Fraley
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Lisa Klus - Assistant Principal
Lisa Klus began her role as Assistant Principal in July and brings with  
her a wealth of experience in the field of education.  Lisa has Montessori 
certifications for the primary, elementary, and secondary levels.  She  
has more than 18 years of classroom teaching experience at Clark  
Montessori, Sands Montessori, and Queen of Angels Montessori (now 
Good Shepherd Montessori) where she was a founding teacher of their 
junior high division.  

Lisa completed her certification with the State of Ohio in administration 
and elementary education, has been an adjunct faculty member for Xavier 
University, worked as a consultant for Cincinnati Public Schools, served 
as a practicum supervisor for Xavier University’s Montessori education 
students, and was an instructor for the Cincinnati Montessori Secondary 
Teacher Education Program.  She has served on numerous boards, been  
a featured speaker at conferences, consulted with several Montessori 
schools in the area, and most recently worked with local teachers as a 
Montessori coach at the Mayerson Academy to increase Ohio OAA  
scores while keeping the Montessori philosophy and principles intact. 

Lisa and her husband, Dan, have first-hand knowledge of Mercy’s parent 
community, through their sons Jake (’12), and Nick (7th level).  Lisa Klus 
can be reached at lklus@mercymontessori.org or 513.475.6700 x205. 

Chris Byrnes - Office Manager
Chris Byrnes joined our staff as the Business Manager in the spring and 
has been looking forward to her first start of the school year with Mercy 
Montessori!  She will be overseeing the billing and accounts receivable  
for the school.

Chris has more than 19 years of experience with accounts management, 
having held the positions of Office and Accounts Manager for Renewal  
by Andersen/Wakefield Holding since 2004 and Accounts Manager at 
Adam Wholesalers/Builders Specialty Hardware.

Chris is very comfortable in our child-centered environment, being one  
of nine children, the mother of three, and the grandmother of eight  
grandchildren.  She has wide-ranging experience as a volunteer for  
St. Rose Church, Summit Country Day School, and the Junior League  
of Cincinnati, just to name a few.

Chris Byrnes will be in the office Monday through Friday from  
8:00 am to noon and can be reached at cbyrnes@mercymontessori.org  
or 513.475.6700 x201.

Chris	Byrnes	joined	Mercy	Montessori	
as	our	Office	Manager	in	May	and	will	
be	working	from	8	am	until	noon,	daily.

Lisa	Klus	is	pictured	with	her	family	
Nick,	Jake	’12,	and	Dan	on	their		

recent	summer	trip	to	St.	Thomas,	
Virgin	Islands.		Lisa	began	her	role		

as	Assistant	Principal	in	July.

New Staff Announcements



Meet One of Our Junior High Teachers 
Brittany Mention began working with Mercy’s junior 
high students last fall when language arts teacher Mary 
Gaffey was taking time to be with her new baby.  With 
a Masters in Middle Childhood Education from Xavier 
University and experience teaching language arts, “Miss 
M” was a perfect candidate for the long-term substitute 
teacher position and was happy to eventually assume the 
full-time position. 

“I am very excited about this year because I can really 
own the role, be creative, and design new lessons.  I have 
a lot of excitement and knowledge that I want to share 
with students this year.  During my first week a year ago, 
I felt that my whole perspective on teaching changed.  
The kids were adorable, working with Mr. K and Sister  
A was outstanding and I felt very encouraged and  
supported by my colleagues and the administration.  I 
had not had that experience at the other schools where 
I’d taught and Mercy was a very new atmosphere for me.  

“Being a teacher is my calling; it fits my personality.  This is going to be an excellent year.  Last year, as I received feedback 
from parents and students, I reflected on how to integrate some of the suggestions.  I look forward to implementing the  
goals I’ve set for myself and becoming the teacher I want to be! 

“Having taught in very different types of schools, I can see that the Mercy kids are so blessed.  I love children this age.   
They can act a little crazy, but they are fun.  It’s an age that can make some people nervous, because the students are soon  
to be teenagers.  As a teacher, you can have a lot of positive influence on them during this stage of development.   
The junior high years can be a challenge and I love challenges!” 

Junior	high	language	arts	teacher	Brittany	Mention	is	pictured		
with	her	three	cousins,	brother,	and	young	niece.		“We	are	a	tight	

knit	group	and	spend	a	lot	of	time	together,”	shared	Miss	M.	
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Meet One of Our Specials Teachers 
Cathy Herring has been a member of Mercy Montessori’s faculty for 26 years.  
She’s a graduate of the College of Mt. St. Joseph and holds a Masters in Art 
Education from Miami University.  She is dedicated to the arts and continues 
to look for innovative ways to engage students in the creative process. 

“Mercy is the most peaceful school that I have ever visited.  The kids and 
parents seem open to lots of new adventures.  It’s interesting to see where 
children want to take an art project; I try to be sensitive to whether lessons 
should be extended or shortened.  With junior high students, I ask them 
what their art interests are and see if they would like to explore any specific 
media.  I like to get them thinking about what they want to know and learn 
and we often look at the works of interesting artists.  

“A child has a whole brain.  You want to stimulate that creative part of the 
brain that transfers to so many other areas.  Artists are problem solvers.   
You may start at a certain point, but change your mind along the way and 
still have to create a good end result.  Today’s business leaders need to be  
able to creatively solve problems, work within time constraints, and have 
good solutions.  These are great life skills.

“Many people think of “specials” classes as being a separate part of the curriculum; they tend to isolate art, music, gym.  But in 
actuality, art is very integrated with the core curriculum.  We work with symmetry, measurements, and ratios, all mathematical 
concepts that are applied to art.  We discuss cultural topics that go hand-in-hand with art.  Art does not exist on an island.  

“For many children, eighth grade will be the last time they take an art class.  I’ve also taught a lot of students who have gone 
into the fields of graphic art, illustration, architecture, and design.  Maybe one of my students will be a benefactor to the arts 
and make art a priority in their life that way.  Art touches everything.” 

Cathy	Herring	has	enjoyed	working	with	Mercy’s	
young	artists,	in	grades	first	through	eighth,	for		
26	years.		She	continues	to	be	inspired	by	their		
joy	of	art,	natural	talent,	and	ability	to	solve	

problems	creatively.	
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The Austin Family
August marks the first time in 16 years that an Austin child will not be listed on 
one of Mercy Montessori’s classroom rosters.  Sophie and Orson Austin graduated 
their youngest child, Sophie ’13, in May.  Luckily, she is just around the block at St. 
Ursula Academy and we hope to see her often.  Sophie’s brothers, Jude ’07 and Theo 
’09, are both students at University of Dayton.  Jude is an engineering major on co-
op in Cincinnati this year and Theo is a freshman studying pre-med.  Both young 
men graduated from The Summit Country Day School.  All three Austin children 
play(ed) soccer for their high school teams.  Orson has contributed to the school in 
a variety of capacities, most recently as Mercy Montessori’s Medical Director.  He 
has filled many volunteer roles over the years, including MMPA president.  Sophie 
has spent hours volunteering for school events and promoting good oral health to 
our younger students through engaging presentations; she is a pediatric dentist.

“Mercy was a good fit for our family for a host of reasons.  Sophie had done a lot of research on Montessori and the school  
had been recommended to us.  It has been the perfect mix of the Montessori philosophy and education, caring teachers,  
and religious education.  

“Mercy prepared Jude and Theo very well for high school.  Their transition to a traditional setting didn’t take long and they  
were successful; they felt right at home.  Jude has enjoyed his college experience so far and Theo is looking forward to  
beginning his studies.

“Because there are so many professional parents whose children attend Mercy, the school understood our needs and helped  
to meet those needs with afterschool programs.  We felt strong support from the school in that regard; they have a good  
understanding of some of the challenges of families with two working parents.  

“This year is going to be a little strange, having been in Mercy’s carline with our kids for 16 years.  The years at Mercy were  
a wonderful chapter in our lives that we will never forget, with fond memories of the experience and our children.”

The Wright-Meyer Family
Annette Wright knew from the moment she completed Mercy’s student-led tour that 
she had found the right school for her son; she couldn’t imagine him anywhere else.  
Michael, who began as a preschool student in Aimee and Allison’s classroom, is now 
an 8th level in the junior high.

“Michael’s experience at Mercy has been really great.  He was so quiet and shy as  
a preschooler and Aimee got him to feel comfortable and come out of his shell.   
Phyllis and Melissa were Michael’s lower el teachers and they were wonderful.   
As he got older, Steve would let Michael come in early to work with him and Lisa 
worked so hard with him, too.  All of the upper el teachers were amazing and Steve 
and Mr. K have been such good role models for Michael.

“I love the clustering of grades that gives students a chance to really bond with their teachers instead of having someone  
new every year.  When we were going through diagnosing Michael’s ADHD, Kevin, Patty, and the teachers couldn’t have 
been nicer about getting him what he needed.  As soon as we got that diagnosis, Michael felt so relieved to know that he is  
smart - he just can’t focus.  That gave him a lot of confidence and eventually the other kids knew about it and were fine with it.

“Michael is not really a sports guy, but we’ve had a lot of talks about how you have to be who you are.  He’s friends with a lot 
of different types of kids at Mercy and he’ll stand up for anybody and speak up for himself.  That can only come from Mercy, 
that level of being comfortable with himself.  A kid is going to carry that confidence with him throughout his life, career, and 
personal relationships.  It’s important to know how to get along with all kinds of people.

“I tell Michael that he needs to really enjoy this last year at Mercy and all of his relationships with friends and teachers.   
He’s gone to school here since preschool and these are years that he is never going to forget!”

Meet Two Junior High Families 
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Alumni Updates - The Class of 2009 is Off and Running

 Theo Austin - University of Dayton
 Spencer Capal - Loyola University Chicago
 Kathleen Coughlin - Georgetown University
 Johnny Engle - The Ohio State University
 Abby Finch - University of Cincinnati
 Mary Hackett - Otterbein University
 David Harris - University of Cincinnati
 Mackenzie Himmelbauer - The Ohio State University
 Ian Jennings - University of Cincinnati
 Bronwyn Kuehler - Carnegie Mellon
 Eric Lawhorn - Ohio University
 Douglas Meadows - Berea College
 Onnie Middendorf - University of Cincinnati
 Theresa Rager - Boston College
 Marshal Sang - Ohio University
 Quentin Ullrich - William and Mary
 Evan Zuelke - College of Mt. St. Joseph

Jim Harris ’96 
“Jim Harris is a Cincinnati Zoo Junior Zoologist and the National  
Geographic photographer for The Ring of Darhad Research Expedition 
in Mongolia, Asia.  The purpose of the expedition was to survey animal 
species in the area and gather DNA evidence of wolverines in the mountains 
surrounding the Darhad Valley.  The team traversed the 400-mile trek  
on skis.  The study site was in the most remote area of Mongolia where 
the team crossed paths with nomadic herders of goats, yak, camels,  
sheep, and cows.  The group’s first resupply arrived via reindeer led by 
reindeer herders.  

Jim Harris is quoted in the National Geographic Journal at  
http://newswatch.nationalgeographic.com/2013/04/04/searching-for-the-
wolverines-of-mongolia/ and additional information is available at  
http://www.mongoliaexpedition.com.  Jim has a degree in wildlife  
biology and is a writer and photographer.  His assignments have taken 
him to Alaska, Antarctica, South America, Europe, Canada, and  
throughout the western U.S.” - via email from Mary Pat Harris 

Leah Merry Burroughs ’97
Leah Merry Burroughs is a licensed veterinary technologist at Milford 
Village Veterinary Clinic.  After graduating from Miami University  
and working for some time as a naturalist, Leah joined her father’s  
veterinary practice and where she assists with surgeries, provides  
patient care, oversees lab work and x-rays, as well as other duties to 
support the general wellness and health of cats and dogs.  The practice 
specializes in orthopedic surgeries.  

Leah has been married for 11 years and lives on a small horse farm in 
Williamsburg, OH.  As she recently shared, “It’s very quiet on our farm, 
there is lots to do, and the animals keep us busy.  My husband and I are 
also advisors for a local Horse 4-H Club, so we are often with a group of 
15 kids who we help with their horses.  It’s great!”  

Maura Shea Lund ’97 
“Back in May Mike and I found out about an opportunity in London that 
would take us there for two years.  Mike and I thought a lot about the 
potential move and knew we could not pass it up.  Two weeks later, we 
found out that we were pregnant!  

I am due January 26th and we could not be more excited.  We are going 
to be moving to London sometime in mid to late September, with Mike 
starting his new role on October 6th.  We are coming back (from  
Connecticut) to Cincinnati at the beginning of September, so I will be 
stopping by Mercy to visit while I am home.  We are really thrilled  
about both the move to England and being parents:)!” - via email  

Teresa Riva ’99
Teresa Riva has recently relocated from Los Angeles to Cincinnati with 
Procter & Gamble and is Brand Manager Global Hair Care Front End 
Innovation.  We are very glad to have her back in the area!

Nick Kolentse ’99
Nick Kolentse is married to Jessica and they are expecting their first child 
in October 2013.  After graduating from Boston College, Nick received 
a Masters in Teaching.  He and Jessica taught English in South Korea for 
three years and now they live in Myanmar (formerly Burma) and work 
for the International School of Myanmar.  Nick teaches social studies at 
the junior high level and coaches basketball.  Jessica teaches 4th grade 
students and coaches volleyball.  The are avid travelers and spend their 
vacations exploring places such as Thailand, Laos, Vietnam, Cambodia, 
Tibet, Nepal, China, Turkey, India, and Sri Lanka. 

Diana Kolentse Gorman ’00
Diana graduated from St. Louis University with a degree in nursing.   
She is married to Michael Gorman and they live in northern Kentucky 
with their 4-month-old son, George.  Diana is an Emergency Department 
nurse at St. Elizabeth Edgewood, a general medical and surgical hospital  
in Kentucky.

Ted Kremer ’00
Ted Kremer has been enjoying an up close and personal experience  
with the Cincinnati Reds ever since his family was the high bidder of 
Honorary Bat Boy for a Day at Mercy’s annual spring auction in 2012.  
In addition to his very busy work and social schedule, Ted keeps being 
called up to the Reds’ dugout by owner Bob Castellini.  And when Bob 
calls, Ted makes room in his schedule to support his favorite team.  

You can read the most recent press on this amazing story of team 
spirit, motivation, and love of baseball at http://news.cincinnati.com/
article/20130806/SPT04/308060047/Ted-Kremer-will-be-Reds-batboy-
tonight?nclick_check=1.  Way to go, Ted!  You are becoming one of 
Cincinnati’s Fan Favorites!

Laura Farina ’03
Laura Farina founded Farina Bakery in Portland, Oregon.  Her company 
provides wholesale Parisian macarons to local cafes in the Portland area, 
in addition to “fulfilling a multitude of various dessert desires” to their 
clientele.  As described on the Farina Bakery website, “whether it be a 
treasured box of delicate, colorful macarons or a wedding cake to serve 
200 hungry guests, Farina Bakery is here to help you spread the joy!”   
To see beautiful photographs of Laura’s amazing confections, please  
take a look at the bakery’s Facebook page.

Mackenzie Himmelbauer ’09
Mackenzie Himmelbauer is one of four recent graduates from local 
Catholic high schools who together formed the web development  
company 3cogs.  Mackenzie is the client relations coordinator and plans  
to continue her work with 3cogs during her college experience at The Ohio 
State University.  The group recently received some notable, local press, 
which can be read in full at http://www.thecatholictelegraph.com/catho-
lic-school-grads-form-web-development-company/15036#more-15036

Evan Zuelke ’09
Evan Zuelke received Holy Cross District High School’s prestigious Art 
Department Award and will attend the College of Mount St. Joseph, 
studying history and art.  Evan volunteered for four years at the Museum 
of Natural History in their Youth Program and was asked to join the 
museum staff last year.  He recently completed his Eagle Scout project, 
beautifying a soccer field at Tower Park in Fort Thomas.  He also earned 
the Triple Crown of High Adventure by participating in scout trips to 
Minnesota, Florida, and New Mexico.

Mercy	Montessori’s	Class	of	2009	graduated	from	high	school	in	the	spring	and	heads	off	into	the	wide	world	of	college	and	beyond	this	fall.		
Best wishes to all on their next big adventure! 



Board of Directors Member: Jim Raphael 
Jim Raphael, Vice President of Mercy Montessori’s Board of Directors, has 
proudly attended each of his children’s graduation ceremonies in Our Lady 
of Mercy Chapel.  Lily Raphael graduated in 2004 and was preceded by her 
brothers Bernard ’98, Jerome ’00, and Max ’01.  A member of the Board of 
Directors for three years, Jim is dedicated to the students - past, present,  
and future - of Mercy Montessori.

“There are a lot of personal reasons that cause me to stay involved with  
Mercy.  My kids still have a big part of Mercy in their hearts, and it’s also a  
part of me.  I went through a painful divorce when my children were young, 
and the only refuge they had was Mercy.  Sr. Martha, Sr. Jacinta, everyone 
was very caring and cohesive and I could not have sheltered them without 
Mercy.  The consistency they received was more than I could ever ask for.

“My children’s ability to think logically, write, and do research all came from 
their work at Mercy.  They have fundamental skills that they’ve retained,  
practiced, and appreciate - all four of them.  It’s awesome to watch the kids 
think through and argue politics, rational scientific elements, moral issues 
- and it’s all derived from their Montessori education.  On top of that, they 
have a way of developing relationships with people that is remarkable.  I see it in their choosing of friends, close relationships, 
and interactions with acquaintances.  They certainly are team players and have no problem working with others in leadership 
roles, or working with others at all levels on diverse tasks.  They are all college graduates, well traveled, and inclusive in their  
attitudes towards people in different circumstances; they are empathetic and accepting.  This is a direct extraction from Mercy.  

“As far as education, I have never seen people read and digest information as fast as they can.  It’s fascinating.  If I’d had those 
types of skills, I would have been very happy.  The kids possess an eagerness and drive to work enthusiastically on all different 
subjects.  They also have a moral fiber that goes beyond.  They naturally make moral decisions when others have trouble  
rationalizing these things.  It’s ingrained in them.  They each have full days of doing things that are beneficial to themselves  
and other people.  These are the things that have impressed me and kept me involved with the Mercy Montessori.”

Max	Raphael	sent	this	fabulous	holiday	photo	with	the	
message,	“We	had	fun	at	this	photo	shoot	-	we	dug	out	

Dad’s	lifetime	collection	of	Christmas	sweaters.” 	
(L	to	R:	Bernard,	Lily,	Jim,	Max,	and	Jerome)	 	

Thanks,	Max,	we	love	it!	
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