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Our Mission
Mercy Montessori Center, with Catherine McAuley and the Sisters of Mercy of 
the Americas as our inspiration, nurtures the development of the whole child in 
the context of a Catholic Montessori community that inspires the love of God, 
respects individual differences, cultivates life-long learning, and helps each child 
become a contributing member of society. 

Greetings from the Principal

Greetings!

Sharpening that brand new pencil, exploring the Ecolab, stacking a trinomial cube, big smiles and hugs as you 
see friends and teachers that you’ve missed during the summer.   These are things makes coming back to Mercy 
in August so exciting.   We are so thankful to have a community that embraces one another, where we are, and 
enjoy the differences that make each of us unique individuals. 

Each year, we focus on a book as a community.  This year’s book is called The Seed,  
by Jon Gordon.  The book is a fable that tells the story of a man trying to find his  
purpose in life, someplace to ‘plant his seed’.  I have truly found passion, purpose, and  
happiness in my life and work here. It is a gift to work with your children, watch their  
daily journey of discovery, and help them cultivate their personal landscape where they  
will eventually plant their own seed.  

This quarterly newsletter marks not only the beginning of the new year, but also the  
excitement and many successes of last year.  From award winning artists to our 20 graduates 
who are moving on to share their Mercy spirit with a new group of friends, we have a lot to  
celebrate.   We are happy to highlight several remarkable people and families in this issue, 
Sister Aloyse, Chris Ihle, Teddy Kremer, and the Power Family.   These are people who have 
‘planted themselves and made a difference’ at Mercy and in the world around them. 

This fall we will look to extend our community with some new ‘sprouts’ at our Preschool Open House  
(scheduled for November 15th).  Our school is strong thanks to the recommendations and referrals from our 
current families.   We appreciate your support and ask you to continue sharing our Mercy message with friends 
and family who you think would benefit from an exceptional education here.    If you have questions, please 
contact our hard working Director of Admissions, Amanda Grimm (agrimm@mercymontessori.org).

I am excited to watch our seeds grow during the 2015/2016 school year as I know our harvest will yield  
beautiful moments and memories that will remain for years to come.

With Mercy Spirit,

Patty Normile, Principal
Mercy Montessori
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Upcoming School Events

November 2-6 Parent Conference Week
November 9   MMPA Meeting, 6PM,  

Mercy Montessori Parlor
November 13  K-8 Mass, 9:30AM (Prepared by 

Carla’s circle)
November 14 Mother/Son Dance
November 18 3rd Level Move Up Night, 7PM
November 19   First Reconciliation (2nd Level), 

7PM
November 20  Picture Retake Day
November 21  High School Placement Test
November 23-24 Grandparent Days
November 25-27 Thanksgiving Holiday - No School

December 3  Alumni Panel Discussion,  
7 - 8:30PM 

December 5 Breakfast With Santa
December 8  K-8 Mass, 9:30AM (Prepared  

by Mary Ann’s Circle)
December 14 MMPA Meeting, 6PM
December 16  Advent Reconciliation, 1:30PM 

(Prepared by Susan & Chris’ Class)
December 18 Junior High Christmas Play
Dec.21-Jan.1   Christmas Holiday (School Closed)

January 8  K-8 Mass, 9:30AM (Prepared by 
Melissa & Noreen’s Class)

January 11 MMPA Meeting, 6PM
January 25-29 DIBELS Testing

Please refer to the school calendar at  
www.mercymontessori.org/support/parents/calendar 
for the most up to date school calendar information.
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Back to School Mass: September 2015

May Crowning 2015

Stations of the Cross: April 2015

Religious Celebrations 
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Remarkable Road Trips

5th & 6th Grade Journey to Washington DC: April 2015

In April, 5th and 6th grade students made their biannual trip to Washington DC.   In preparation for their 
journey, the class created binders filled with information about our country’s history, government, and people. 
The children spent three and a half days touring our nation’s capital visiting some of its most iconic museums, 
monuments, and also making good use of their hotel’s waffle iron.  The group packed a lot into their trip, their 
favorite stops included the White House, Arlington Cemetery, JFK Eternal Flame, Iwo Jima Memorial, National 
Archives, and witnessing the changing of the guard.  Special thanks to our many parent chaperones and staff 
who provided quality care for our young travellers: Eric Becker, Jennifer Bergeron, Joe Bley, Kerry Butkovich, 
Britt Castellini, Susan Davis, Heidi Felton, Tricia Headley, Rachel Heitkamp, Jeff Miller, Heather Morath,  
Cassie O’Daniel, Doug Perry, Elliott Ruther, Karsten Sommer, Clint Stephenson, Aaron Wright, Carla Booth, 
Marybeth Flaspohler, Patty Normile, and Mary Ann Zerhusen. 
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Remarkable Road Trips

Junior High Field Study: May 2015
After months of research, planning, and preparation, 
our Junior High students embarked on their field 
study.  The trip is part of the junior high Montessori 
curriculum that allows students to direct as much of 
their learning as possible.  The students chose to travel 
to places that expounded upon topics studied in class 
that were also of interest to them.  The experience  
promotes community, teamwork, leadership, and  
academic reinforcement of topics the class has been 
studying.  Together, the students created a trip which 
included visits to a number of wonderful cities and 
sites:  

Nashville, TN
 • Country Music Hall of Fame
 • Nashville Parthenon & Walking Tour of the City
 • Group Dance Lessons at the Wild Horse Saloon

Chattanooga, TN
 • Ruby Falls
 • Lookout Mountain / Rock City

Atlanta, GA
 • CNN Studio Tour
 • Sun Dial View (Westin Peachtree Plaza)
 • Georgia Aquarium
 • World of Coca-Cola
 • Centennial Olympic Park
 • Buckhead’s Atlanta History Center
 •  The Price of Freedom: Causes and Consequences  

of the Civil War Program
 • Martin Luther King, Jr. National Historic Site

Oak Ridge, TN 
 • Museum of Appalachia
 • Museum of Science and Energy

We were thankful to have these wonderful parents and staff supporting our adventure down south:  
Kim O’Connell, Christine Cassedy, Christine Burrows, Jamie Jacobs, Lindsey Beiting, Elizabeth Zerhusen,  
Lisa Klus, and Keith Kaiser. 
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Remarkable Road Trips

Junior High Odyssey Trip: August 2015 

Reflections on an Odyssey Trip…..
by Jen Malof

When I taught middle school language arts in the mid-90’s, I fancied 
myself a good teacher.  I worked diligently on curriculum in  
anticipation of the young minds I would ‘inspire’ all year.  Each 
evening, I faithfully prepared lessons for the next day.  I varied my 
teaching style to accommodate the array of learners in my class-
room—this was cutting-edge pedagogy, straight from graduate 
school.  Boy, was I on fire!   My students, I vowed, would be  
competent in grammar, essay writing, novel analyzation, and  
oral presentation…just to scratch the surface.

When my own kids arrived, several years later, I put my teaching 
profession on hold.  For years now, I’ve had a front-row seat in a  
different kind of learning environment, with kids as my teachers.   
As a parent, I quickly understood that when my child was sick,  
worried, hurt, tired, stressed or lonely, no message of mine—no 
matter how exciting or important—was going to sink in.  This simple 
truth was lost on me as a teaching professional.  I cringe as I recall 
the memory of that young teacher discussing direct objects, prepo-
sitional phrases, and appositives as if they were the only topic that 
mattered that day.  I wonder now about the students seated in my 
class who were wrestling with issues of paramount importance to 
adolescents—fitting in, feeling accepted, being valued.  When these 
are not addressed first, it’s difficult, if not impossible, for academ-
ics to take hold, no matter how engaging the topic or passionate the 
teacher.  I get it now.

The Odyssey Trip is an amazing example of this truth.  The pre-trip 
requirement—raising money to defray the trip’s cost—is just one 
example of meeting the teens’ need to feel valued.  Eliza, my 12-year-
old, burst into the house this summer with a fist full of crumpled 
singles after completing a job for a neighborhood mom.  When I 
asked Eliza how much she was paid, she said she didn’t know.  She 
was busy beaming from the discovery that Mrs. DeLacy put faith in 
her to do an important job—take care of her young daughter.  The 
money waded up in Eliza’s hand was not what mattered; the discov-
ery that another person counted on her surely did.
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Remarkable Road Trips

By summer’s end, Eliza’s work had earned her enough money to 
cover nearly half the trip’s cost.  It was a proud moment for Eliza to 
count her earnings, seal them in an envelope, and deliver them to 
school.  The greenbacks were symbols of a larger worth:  Eliza dis-
covered she has skills which others value.  Eliza’s inner core absorbed 
the profound message that she is capable, competent and needed.  
Wow…..I missed all this in my drive to get 7th graders to analyze 
themes in Tom Sawyer.

Growth continues on the actual Odyssey trip.  Again, the lessons 
are not directly taught by teachers, but rather indirectly absorbed by 
students through the trip’s deliberate experiences.  A natural athlete, 
Eliza enjoyed the very physical nature of the trip’s activities, such as 
hiking, rafting, and climbing.  What she indirectly absorbed was that 
her classmates respected these qualities in her, qualities they are not 
able to see during a math or history lesson.  Eliza had a chance to 
shine in a way not always possible inside of a classroom. 

The Odyssey Trip also unifies the community of learners who attend 
it.  It presents opportunities to lean on others, stand tall at times, 
take charge in some instances, and follow in others.  It creates a  
team spirit, a feeling of “we.”  Each individual returns to the school 
knowing they are part of a larger group.  What a great foundation  
for success.  

As parents, we often place academic at the top of our list when we 
have school-aged children.  We lament there is not enough home-
work, or there is too much homework, or that our particular student 
is not being challenged.  We check in daily on the web to view our 
children’s assignments, grades, and upcoming projects.  We make 
sure they have supplies, study space, and tutors, if needed.  This is 
not a bad thing, but it is not the only thing.  

We want to make conscious efforts to support and celebrate schools 
who aim to develop the entire child and support that child on 
her journey into adulthood.  Sometimes that means we challenge 
ourselves to worry less about algebra and more about how our child 
learns to take responsibility for his tasks, or how he treats others, or 
how he values ideas different than his own.  When we allow teachers 
the leeway to spend time creating community, building character, 
and fostering a sense of value and purpose among the group, we 
ultimately give our children the greatest chance at success now  
and in their future.
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Amazing Accomplishments & School Events

Pentel Awards 

First level student, Tommy Milligan, was honored with the Pentel International Children’s Art Exhibition’s Special 
Gold Award for his painting titled, “Happy Man” at the school’s year-end assembly on May 29th.  Tommy is one of 
three honorees to receive the award in the United States.  143 American students have been recognized this year 
from a worldwide list of winning students.  In addition to Tommy’s award, Pentel also recognized seven Mercy 
students for their artwork in various categories.  Congratulations to all of our award-winning artists!

Special Gold Award (3 recipients)
 • Tommy Milligan (First Level) - “Happy Man”
Silver Award (36 recipients)
 • Abby Klesa (4th Level) - “Happy Flowers”
 • Elena Hall (6th Level) - “Octo-Splosion”
Bronze Award (44 recipients)
 • Kayleigh Zimmer (5th Level) - “Sunset Over Venice”
Pentel Awards (39 recipients)
 • Ava Caldwell (1st Level) - “Ava On A Sunny Day”
 • Daniel Perrea (8th Level) - “Self Portrait”
 • Michael Rohs (4th Level) - “Cubist Oak Leaf ”
 • Nicholas McCarty (6th Level) - “The City”

Power of the Pen

Congratulations to the 2014/2015 Power of the Pen Team and all their success!
Nicole Curley was ranked 17th out of 121 seventh grade writers and advanced to the state  
competition over the summer!

Coaches: Gary Lewandowski and Margaret Martin

Mercy Alumni: Carl Lewandowski and LiEllen Rahme

7th Level Writers: Nicole Curley

8th Level Writers: Caitlin Barnes, Ella Becker, Drake Cooper, 

Maggie Gartner, Ciara Homan, Courtney Keesee,  

Hope Lewandowski, Maddi O’Connell, Daniel Perrea,  

Audrey Peters, Ellie White, and Fiona Young. 

“Power of the Pen was a great experience for me along with everyone else who participated. Power of the Pen helped 
me develop as a writer and as a team-worker. I became closer with all of last year’s 8th graders, considering I was 
the only 7th grade participant. As for the competition side, that was also a great experience. I made it to the State 
level competition and having the support of my other teammates was a tremendous help during competition. I 
strongly believe others should get involved in this program. It is great for writing practice and competition.”   
 - Nicole Curley, Class of 2016
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Amazing Accomplishments & School Events

National History Day: Mercy Places 6th and 11th in Nation! 

Mercy Montessori graduates Caitlin Barnes and Maddi O’Connell 
plus Maggie Garner and Grace Coughlin were recognized by  
National History Day as respectively sixth and eleventh in the  
national competition held at the University of Maryland on June 15, 
2015 for their Group Performances. The theme of this year’s  
competition was “Leadership and Legacy in History.” 

Caitlin and Maddi researched, wrote, and performed a drama called 
Lillian P Wald, Leader of Public Health Nursing, Leaving a Legacy  
of Hope for the Poor. While Maggie and Grace researched, wrote,  
and performed a drama titled Ruth Lyons, The First Lady of  
Television. The girls’ performances were chosen from over 600,000 
entries nationwide and 2,500 at the national award ceremony.

Seventh graders, Grace Yi and Nicole Curley, represented the state  
of Ohio at the National Competition with their exhibit on The  
Leadership and Legacy of Elizabeth Blackwell, How This Woman 
Changed the Face of Medicine Forever. The girls traveled to the 
University of Maryland’s campus where they competed with stu-
dents from each of the 50 States, American Samoa, Central America, 
China, Guam, Korea, and South Asia. The girls represented the  
State of Ohio in the competition.

“We are delighted that Caitlin, Maddi, Grace (Coughlin), Maggie, 
Grace (Yi), and Nicole are being recognized for their work on their 
projects,” said principal, Patty Normile.  “Sister Aloyse Gerhardsein, 
our junior high research educator, has worked tirelessly with our  
students for each level of this competition. We are proud of this 
year’s team of History Day competitors.”

In addition to the National competition several Mercy Montessori 
students competed at the State Level, April 25 at Ohio Wesleyan  
University in Columbus, Ohio:

 • Ellie White: Dayton Code Talkers (Individual Performance)

 • Daniel Perrea: Frank Lloyd Wright (Individual Documentary)

 • Owen Gunderman: Basquiat (Individual Documentary) 

 • Olson Reider: The Blue Angels (Individual Documentary)

 •  Sophia Dugan and Emma Berger:  James N. Gamble  
(Group Documentary)
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Amazing Accomplishments & School Events

2015 Play Day: Candy Land

Thank you to everyone who made Play Day a success again this year! 

Years of Service
Congratulations to our wonderful staff who 
celebrated anniversaries this year.  We are  
so thankful to have you on our team!

 5 Years 
  Sara Daniels 
  Jodie Denney 
  Beth Woeber 

 15 Years 
  Jenny Duncan 
  Phyllis Schomaker  

 20 Years 
  Eddie Elliott

 25 Years
  Patty Normile

 30 Years 
  Yvonne Reissig 



10

Amazing Accomplishments & School Events

Project 38

In April, 38 area schools selected by the Cincinnati Shakespeare Company performed shortened versions of  
Shakespeare’s 38 plays.  Our students performed a modern, abridged version of the comedy, As You Like It.  
The week of performances culminated with a gala, called a Revel, to celebrate everyone’s hard work. 

Congratulations to Mercy’s group of dedicated actors: Caitlin Barnes, Lucia Castellini, Maggie Gartner, Evan Hall, 
Ciara Homan, Courtney Kessee, Hope Lewendoski, Khalil Lucas, Maddi O’ Connell, Alex Vredeveld, and Grace Yi.

Wax Museum

Faculty, family, and friends of 4th level students enjoyed another wonderful morning at the Ohio History Wax 
Museum Exhibit.  Students researched a famous Ohioan of their choice to prepare for this project and transformed 
into wax figures that come to life to share their stories.

“Used with permission from Cincinnati Shakespeare Company. By J. Sheldon Photo”
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Amazing Accomplishments & School Events

YMCA Honor Campers

Congratulations to Camp Ernst’s Honor Campers -  
Kitty Cassedy, Emma Berger, Daniel Kunkel, and  
Margie Fronduti.  The award, created in 1928, is given  
to campers who display the YMCA core character values 
of honesty, caring, respect, and responsibility.  Only two 
percent of the nearly 3,000 campers who attend Camp 
Ernst receive this award.  In addition, Margie was recog-
nized as the Camper of the Year and is one of only eleven 
campers to receive that distinction.  Margie was chosen 
for her leadership and character.  We are unbelievably 
proud of these students who share their many gifts and 
talents beyond the walls of Mercy Montessori.  

1,000 Page Club Students

Congratulations to the following students who read over 1,000 pages this summer!

Upper Elementary (4th-6th Level): Kinsey Bowling, Paulie Caruso, Izzy Elfers, Claire Geiger,  
Kamryn Lewis, Ava Jane Meyer, Luke Perry, Davis Sang, Sumner Shroyer, Renee Visconti, Dana Zimmer

Heidi and Beth:  Abby Deimling, Reece Flaspohler, Rachel Losch, Jack Kendrick, Elliott Lutz,  
London Morgan, Michael Scarchilli, Chloe Sommer, Brooke Soutar, Jeremy Visconti

Melissa and Noreen: Makenzie Boyd, Chloe Castellini, Ambrose Cronican, Raine Ellerman, Jacob Headworth, 
Kenya Howard, David Jackson, Brianna Lach, Maggie Power, Finn Spears, Daniel Winhusen, Mia Woeber, 
Sean Young

Susan and Andy: Eve Armentrout-Cockayne, Camden Bowling, Ava Caldwell, Samantha Cronin, Aiden 
Croxton, Jaeger Ellerman, Jack Grant, Ben Morath, Jack Muething, Estelle Rose, Goodwin Toraason
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Class of 2015

Congratulations Class of 2015!
Area high schools are receiving some of the city’s most wonderful students this fall.   

We are proud of their accomplishments and look forward to hearing about their future success! 

Destin Allen Shroder Paideia High School
Caitlin Barnes The Summit Country Day School
Ella Becker St. Ursula Academy
Emma Berger St. Ursula Academy
Will Bronsil St. Xavier High School
Drake Cooper Archbishop Moeller High School
Grace Coughlin St. Ursula Academy
Sophia Dugan St. Ursula Academy
Maggie Gartner St. Ursula Academy
Ciara Homan McAuley High School
Micah Jacobs Roger Bacon High School
Courtney Keesee St. Ursula Academy
Patrick Klesa St. Xavier High School
Nicholas Klus St. Xavier High School
Hope Lewandowski McAuley High School
Maddi O’Connell St. Ursula Academy
Daniel Perrea Walnut Hills High School
Audrey Peters St. Ursula Academy
Oscar Stehlin Roger Bacon High School
Ellie White Archbishop McNicholas High School
Fiona Young Mount Notre Dame High School
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2015/ 2016 School Year

Welcome Back! First Day of School - August 19, 2015

On August 19th, Mercy Montessori opened its doors to 272 beautiful children.  
We are excited for a wonderful year ahead filled with discovery, friendships, and lots of fun.

New Faces on Campus:
We are excited to introduce several new Mercy staff and faculty for the  
2015/2016 school year.  We hope you’ll stop by to say hi to the wonderful  
new additions to our community!

 Jessica Dettmer -  Kindergarten - Third Level Spanish
 Melody Smith -  Upper El and Junior High Spanish
 Chrissy Schneider -  School Nurse
 John Schrantz -  Director of Advancement
 Cathy Warning -  Upper El and Junior HIgh Music
 Amanda Weise -  3-6 Class Assistant in Jodie’s class
 Mary Lozen -  Childcare

Jessica Dettmer Melody Smith Chrissy Schneider John Schrantz Cathy Warning Amanda Weise Mary Lozen 
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Mercy Metric

Over 240 participants laced up their shoes and hit the road on Labor Day at the 37th Annual Mercy Metric.

Special thanks to our event sponsors: Paycor, McGraw Insurance, Cincinnati  
Benefit Solutions, RJW Wiesman Builders, and Mercy Montessori Athletic Boosters.

Alumni Profile: Teddy Kremer
Teddy Kremer has been a big part of Mercy  
Montessori since he graduated in 2000.  He contin-
ues to share his time and talents with our students 
throughout the years with visits to the school.  Last 
year he presented to Mercy students as part of the 
Reel Abilities program, the country’s largest national 
film festival dedicated to celebrating the lives, stories 
and art of people with disabilities (pictured top left).  

Teddy is currently working two jobs, one with the Cincinnati Reds as  
a Guest Relations Representative and also at Fifth Third Bank as a  
Mail Operations Associate.  He works these jobs in addition to his 
many extracurricular activities including horseback riding, swimming, 
softball, and of course,  ballroom dancing.  He was also just recognized 
as one of the Business Courier’s 40 Under 40 Young Professionals.   

Teddy has many favorite memories of his time at Mercy Montessori.  He enjoyed all of his amazing teachers. His 
very favorite memory is when some pulled the fire alarm during a snowstorm and freezing temperatures. His class 
was in the swimming pool at the time.  The class had to go outside for the fire drill and he forgot to bring his towel.  
It was very cold but the pool felt really warm when he jumped in!
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At 86 years old, Sister Mary Aloyse Gerhardstein is certainly not slowing down – just changing course.   
Sister, a lifelong Cincinnatian, has dedicated her life to educating and inspiring children both here and abroad.    
She helped Mercy Montessori establish the upper elementary program and Cincinnati’s first Montessori junior 
high, opened an interracial Montessori school in South Africa during the apartheid era, has trained teachers in 
Cincinnati and Africa, and has a published musical about Maria Montessori, “You Can Be What You Want To Be”.

This year, Sister will be transitioning out of the classroom full time.  Even with this change in her role, she will  
continue to stay very involved at Mercy, planning masses, supporting the Junior High history program, and  
updating the archives.

To say the least, Mercy Montessori - and its many students, would not be who they are today with out Sister Mary 
Aloyse Gerhardstein.   Sister has touched a vast number of lives - it is mesmerizing to consider the many she has 
taught and trained around the globe and the students and children that followed them.  Through these teachers 
and her own work, Sister Aloyse has shared the message of Mercy, a love of learning and exploration, and has  
filled countless children with confidence and love.

“Sister is inspiring and creative in her teaching.  She helps bring out skills in students that they did not realize they 
had.  She cultivates learning in the truest sense,” remarked Rachel Heitkamp a former student and current Mercy 
parent.   Keith Kaiser, Mercy’s Junior High Director, believes that God put his wife and Sister Aloyse in his path for 
a reason.  “Most of her life energy is spent doing things for others - an impressive example for our students,” added 
Keith.  Patty Normile reflected that Sister is a “humble, gracious educator.  She provides simple touches that make 
our Mercy community what it is” 

To celebrate Sister A, the community created several unique mementoes and moments in the spirit of one  
of Mercy’s most beloved leaders.   In addition to a Mass and reception held in her honor, a ‘Tree of Life and Trans-
formation’ was planted in the parlor.  This beautiful work of art holds messages of love, memories, and well wishes 
for Sister all encased in “cocoons”.  Younger students who could not write crafted beautiful butterflies to represent 
the many caterpillars that she has nurtured into vibrant butterflies who have spread their wings far and wide.  The 
Tree of Life & Transformation is a symbol of this and all that will come from the seeds and roots that the tree puts 
out.  This tree will be on display throughout the year and open to anyone who wishes to leave a message for Sister.

Mercy Day was also tailored to celebrate Sister and her spirit of giving.  In preparation for the festivities, students 
from each division collected non-perishable items to create unique ‘Can-Struction’ displays that represent Sis-
ter Aloyse in some way.   The primary students crafted a Mercy Logo, Lower Elementary designed a fish symbol, 
Upper Elementary recreated the cover of Sister’s published musical, “You Can Be What You Want To Be”, and the 
Junior High fashioned a tribute to National History Day.   All of the food items were then donated to Mercy  
Neighborhood Ministries, an organization that has also benefited from the time and talent of Sister.  

On behalf of the entire Mercy community and the many whose lives have been touched by Sister Aloyse -  
we raise a cup of tea to say CHEERS TO YOU!  (and we are glad you are not going anywhere!!).

Celebrating Sister Aloyse



The Power Family is excited to to begin another year at Mercy  
Montessori.  Emily (7th level) began her junior high journey with the 
wonderful Odyssey Trip where she had the opportunity to build a new 
team of 7th and 8th graders.  She is a wonderful musician and enjoys 
participating in the Mercy acting, basketball, and volleyball programs.

Maggie is a third level with Melissa and Noreen.  She is enjoying playing  
a leadership role within the classroom environment.  Maggie plays  
soccer, and enjoys dance and gymnastics.

Cassi volunteers to help with lunch, enjoys helping the teachers with 
field trips, and helped with the decorations for the Father/Daughter 
dance this year. 

How did you find out about Mercy Montessori?

I found out about Mercy Montessori when I attended a conference a few years ago.  Our children began their Montessori journey 
in Loveland at Children’s Meeting House Montessori.  I was lucky enough to work in that community for three years.  My  
colleagues and I had the opportunity to hear JaAnn Deak speak about raising Confident and Courageous Daughters at Mercy.   
I remember feeling welcome from the moment I walked in the door.  I was impressed with the beautiful work environment  
and the lovely parlor and chapel areas.

Why did you choose Mercy Montessori?

We chose Mercy because we want our children to be surrounded by their faith, and for it to be an integral part of their  
development.  The sense of community that we feel with our Mercy family, and the beautiful work environment are wonderful 
parts of their daily life.  I sometimes sit in Mass and look around and think to myself, they are incredibly lucky to have the  
opportunity to grow in this environment.

What do you love about your experience at Mercy?

We love that Mercy provides the kids with large chunks of work time when they can really get into the flow of their work.  I believe 
that this is when they are learning for a lifetime.  Emily had the opportunity to travel to DC last year.  We are excited that she  
will have opportunities to serve her community.  We love the religion program.  Thank you Jenny!  All of the teachers are warm, 
wonderful people who are wonderful to be around.  We feel like our kids are getting a rich educational experience at Mercy. 

What did you do this summer? 

This summer we took the girls to their grandfather’s childhood home in Ardmore, Ireland.  They enjoyed getting to know the  
village that he grew up in and meeting many relatives for the first time.  Our company is called Round Tower Technologies.  The 
kids saw the Round Tower in Ardmore, and the family grave that is in an ancient church yard beside the Round Tower.   We were 
also able to spend time with all of Steve’s siblings, aunts, uncles and cousins in Boston and Cape Cod.  We hosted a family fourth 
of July party complete with a bouncy house for the many, many toddlers in the crew.  The night ended with a fantastic fireworks 
display on the beach.
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The Power Family

The Power Family in Ardmore, Ireland this summer
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Board Member Profile: Chris Ihle

Chris Ihle is Mercy’s newest addition to the Board of Directors.   
He is a Mercy Alum, graduating in the 8th grade class of 1999.   
After leaving Mercy, Chris attended LaSalle High School and Northern 
Kentucky University.  He now works at P&G as a Global Profit and  
Cost Forecast Coordinator.  He is excited to be a part of Mercy’s  
board and give back to the school that inspired his love for travel,  
nature, and our community.
 
What is your favorite memory of Mercy Montessori? 

There are many great memories of my time at Mercy. If I had to choose 
one, I would say it was our 8th grade trip to Toronto. The whole experience 
was a blast and the visit Niagara Falls and the top of the Skylon tower 
made for an unforgettable experience. To top it off, I know Mr. Kaiser thoroughly enjoyed the 8+ hour bus ride with all of us  
students. I can’t forget to mention the Washington, D.C. and Greenfield Village trips, which were packed with good memories too!
 
Why do you believe in Mercy Montessori’s Mission?

I think the Montessori education is an unparalleled experience that really pushes each child to explore their inner-self, promotes 
creativity, and creates a passion for learning. This is far different from what we see in the institutionalized learning environment 
and ‘one-size fits all’ approach of many schools today. Most importantly, Mercy has a wonderful faculty and staff. It is great to  
visit the school and see so many familiar faces who guided me through my years at Mercy.
 
What do you enjoy doing in your free time? 

I love the outdoors, so I try to spend most of my free time doing some related activity. Whether it is kayaking, fishing a local pond 
or river, camping, or simply working around the yard at home, you can usually find me somewhere outside. From time to time I 
manage to drag my wife along, but this usually involves a compromise of an evening or two wining and dining.
 
Did you do anything fun this summer? 

Yes, I actually got married! During the first week of August, Christy and I exchanged our vows while overlooking the beautiful 
Gulf of Mexico. We were fortunate to share this moment among a couple close friends and her parents. We had a reception  
to celebrate with the larger group of family and friends upon return, which was wonderful. It was definitely a summer I  
will never forget.
 
Any other fun facts or stories you’d like to share? 

I love to travel and keep a bucket list of places I intend to visit. Before beginning my career at P&G, I was able to take the summer 
off to go backpacking through Europe and check off a good deal of these places. It was an incredible and life changing experience.  
I visited a total of 8 countries and over 20+ cities during my adventure. While I might not have the opportunity for another  
backpacking adventure in the near future, Christy and I planning for a trip through the Mediterranean in the next few years. 
Can’t wait.
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Mercy Montessori Preschool Open House 
Sunday, November 15th

1pm-3pm

If you have friends, family, or colleagues whose children would benefit from the wonderful education  
Mercy provides, please share their names with Amanda Grimm (agrimm@mercymontessori.org),  

or have them register for the open house on our website: www.mercymontessori.org.


