Meet A Primary Level Family
The Kuhlman Family
The Kuhlman Family has two beautiful daughters at Mercy Montessori,
Elliana (1st grade) and Harper (Pre-K). Elliana is a competitive dancer
and loves to listen to music, write, and draw. Harper’s interests are
wide and varied. She has already decided she will spend her life helping
animals and people (while being a princess as she performs those
duties, of course!). The Kulhman’s are excited to add their son, Wyatt,
to the Mercy Family when he starts preschool next year. Parents,
Kathy and Nick are active volunteers at school events including Playday
where Kathy is the resident face-painter and Breakfast with Santa where
she’ll head up decorations. They both love spending time in the
classroom during parent volunteer times as well.
How did you find out about Mercy Montessori?
Looking back I cannot specifically remember the first time I had heard the term “Montessori”. Nick and I were both products
of a traditional education, for me public and him, private. I do know that conceptually, I was extremely interested in an
educational approach that was “child-centric” and flexible but at the same time offered routine and discipline. A good friend
of mine was an educator at Xavier Montessori Lab and after one single day observing her and how the children were engaged
in her classroom, I believed that this was a style of learning that I whole heartedly believed in. Elliana, who is now in first
grade at Mercy with Susan and Chris, was just a newborn at the time. I spent the next couple of years asking questions and
learning about the Montessori approach. Nick and I then came to open house at Mercy and for us the decision was made
instantly that Mercy was “home” for us. What initially felt like a giant leap of faith for two parents who were new to the
concept of Montessori education became the only option for our children in one evening. And not just any Montessori
education, it had to me a Mercy Montessori education!
What do you love about Mercy Montessori?
The only difficulty expressing what we love about Mercy Montessori, is knowing where to stop. This is our 4th year as a Mercy
Family and Mercy has exceeded our expectations in every way. The care that is given to each of our children (Elliana-1st and
Harper PK4), mimics the care that they are given by their own family. My girls have special bonds with so many at Mercy
including educators and staff, not to mention many cherished friendships. Not to minimize the excellent education that
both of them are receiving, because it astounds us day after day what they are learning, it’s the attention to detail that is paid to
our children that warms our hearts. Their teachers know their learning style and likes and dislikes in ways that you wouldn’t
think possible.
What is your family going to be doing for the holidays?
We will spend our family at home. We are very happy to say that all of our immediate family is a short car ride away!
Holidays for us, like most families, are all about family and friends. We travel to Southern Lights Horse Festival every year
in Lexington, Kentucky so the kids can see where I went to college and get to know one of my favorite places on earth.

Meet A Primary Level Family
The Durham Family
The Durham Family has been a part of the Mercy Community since
Matt (Class of ’85) was a student here. Their daughter, Meg, is in Diane
and Christy’s Pre-K class. Meg loves imaginative play, coloring, reading,
gymnastics, and is the president of the ‘Tom Grant Fan Club’. Jennie
and Matt are very involved as classroom volunteers. Matt is the class
parent and Jennie volunteers her time on classroom craft days. They
are excited to add their youngest daughter, Natalie (15 months),
to the Mercy roster in 2016.
How did you find out about Mercy Montessori?
We knew about Mercy Montessori for a long time, as Matt and his two
younger siblings, Lance Durham and Emily (Durham) Rockwell, are all
Mercy alums. When we started considering where we wanted to send
Meg to pre-school and/or kindergarten, Mercy was at the top of our list.
Why did you choose Mercy Montessori?
Given that Matt is a Mercy Montessori alum, I was really the parent who needed convincing that Mercy was the right place for
Meg. This was really a new way of thinking for me, as I did not attend Montessori or private schools growing up. Matt and his
family always spoke very highly of the school, but it wasn’t until we visited an open house at Mercy and I saw Matt’s emotional
response to the wonderful memories our tour of the school evoked, that I realized what a special place it really is.
What do you love about Mercy Montessori?
Now that Meg has been at Mercy for over a year, we can emphatically say that we are so glad we made this choice for her.
In no particular order: the small class sizes, positive interactions with both older and younger classmates, the separation of
pre-school and after-care classrooms, as well as the caring and passionate staff/learning environment are just a few of the
things we love that Mercy gives Meg.
Given the history of Matt’s family with Mercy, I suppose it is no surprise that Meg is going to school with children of her dad
or aunt’s former classmates, but it is also fun to think of the ties we have with Mercy Montessori faculty. Linda Wright and
Yvonne Reissig were Emily (Matt’s sister) 3-6 y.o. teachers. Tom Grant taught Matt and his siblings. Steve Hartman was a
coach at St. Xavier High School when Matt warmed the bench for Bomber football.
Do you have a favorite holiday tradition?
We will celebrate “Thanksmas” with Matt’s side of the family as relatives that live in California come for a week to exchange
gifts the week of Thanksgiving. We will be in Jennie’s hometown of Lexington, KY for Christmas morning with our Marshall
side of the family.

