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Greetings from the Principal
Summer 2014

Appreciation is the highest form of prayer, for it acknowledges the presence
of good whenever you shine the light of your thankful thoughts”
– Alan Cohen
Our hearts are full and grateful for another wonderful school year at Mercy Montessori. As we break for
summer, I would like to personally thank our faculty, students, parents, alumni, families, and friends for the
countless gifts of time and treasure you have bestowed upon the school.
This year we have had the good fortune to celebrate many accomplishments; international art awards,
teachers’ years of service, and the kind hearts of our students to name a few. These are things that create our
sense of community and strengthen our relationships with one another. Thank you all for the amazing gifts
you bring to school with you every day: they make our jobs exciting and fulfilling.
Over the summer, we look forward to catching up with our alumni. We will be working to enhance our
outreach and communication with this important group of Mercy grads. Please be sure to send updated
contact information to our office so we can keep you informed about the wonderful things our students
are accomplishing at Mercy and beyond. Please visit the alumni page on our website
www.mercymontessori.org/alumni and enter your information in the form on the right hand side of the page.
Wherever your plans take you, we wish you a joyful break filled with all the pleasures of summer and I look
forward to seeing our students, newly enrolled and returning, at school in August!
In the Spirit of Mercy,

Patty Normile, Principal
Mercy Montessori

Our Mission
	Mercy Montessori Center nurtures the development of the whole child in the context of
a Catholic community that inspires the love of God, respects individual differences and
cultivates a life-long love of learning. The goal for each child is to become a contributing
member of society and ultimately a citizen of heaven.
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Please check Mercy Montessori’s on-line school calendar for important dates regarding the upcoming 20142015 school year. Our calendar is viewable at www.
mercymontessori.org and incudes the specific dates
and times for preschool students to “phase into” their
classrooms in August. You will also be receiving
a mailing later in the summer with information specific to the start of the school year. Feel free to contact
Amanda Grimm at agrimm@mercymontessori.org
or Patty Normile at pnormile@mercymontessori.org
with questions. Safe and happy summer wishes to all!
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Sacrament of First Communion Celebrated
On the first Sunday in May, as is Mercy Montessori’s
tradition, 14 beautiful children received their First
Holy Communion in Our Lady of Mercy Chapel.
The children prepared for First Communion with
religion teacher, Jenny Duncan, since February, but
all of their years of work at Mercy have truly been
preparation to receive this sacrament. A retreat day
and parent luncheon was held on the Friday before
First Communion. This retreat day consisted of
baking unleavened bread, sharing in prayer, song
and Gospel stories, and creating a blessing cup.
Additionally, the third level wrote letters of prayer
and encouragement for each Communicant. On
Sunday, May 4th, the children received Jesus for the
first time in the Eucharist. Fr. Gene Carmichael,
from Xavier University, was the celebrant. Sister
Aloyse played the music and Mrs. Rita Winters,
parent of Mercy grad Ryan Winters (Class of 2008),
was our vocalist. Members of each child’s family
participated in the service in some way. The children
gathered at the altar for the Eucharistic prayer, and
shared the Our Father with motions. It was a
beautiful, blessed day, and we are grateful for all of
the prayers and support! The children are happy to
continue to receive Communion at each Mass…
as Paulie Caruso said at the End of the Year Mass,
“this is my fourth First Communion!”
Congratulations and blessings to those who received
the Sacrament of First Communion in May:
Umán Castellanos-Flynn
Paulie Caruso
Connor Fraley
Scarlett Hennessy
Evan Kelm
John McCormick
AvaJane Meyer
Davis Sang
Sumner Shroyer
Colsten Spelman
Renée Visconti
Max Woeber
Elisa Yi
Dana Zimmer
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2014 First Communion Class
Top Row: Fr. Gene Carmichael, Jenny Duncan
Middle Row: Umán Castellanos-Flynn, Evan Kelm, John
McCormick, Davis Sang, Renée Visconti, Elisa Yi, Paulie Caruso
Bottom Row: AvaJane Meyer, Colsten Spelman, Sumner Shroyer,
Dana Zimmer, Connor Fraley, Scarlett Hennessy, Max Woeber

Students prepared for First Communion by baking bread.

Springtime Religious Celebrations

Heidi and Beth’s circle planned the April Liturgy.

Marybeth’s circle organized the March Ash Wednesday Mass.

8th Grader, Hannah Himmelbauer,
crowned Mary at the May Crowning Service.

Junior High students presented the Stations
of the Cross for the younger children in April.

Junior High students worked hard
to organize the May Crowning service.

Libby’s Circle planned the Year End Mass.
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Field Trips
Mercy students took in the sights at many local attractions on spring field trips. This year our learning
environment expanded to include the Cincinnati Zoo, Krohn Conservatory, California Woods, Taft Museum,
Cincinnati Museum Center, Ault Park, The Ohio Capital Building in Columbus, The Museum of Ohio, and
the Ohio Village. Thank you to teachers and parents who served as chaperones on these fun and
informative excursions.

Service Projects
Throughout the year, our students serve the surrounding
community in a variety of ways. Incorporating volunteerism
early on in a student’s education lays the groundwork for
continued service as they grow into young adults. We were
proud to serve the following organizations this year:
• Gorman Farm
• Mercy Neighborhood Ministries
• Lydia’s House
• Ronald McDonald House
• Matthew: 25 Ministries
• Faces Without Places
• Epilepsy Foundation
• Uptown Arts
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Music Nights
Thanks to music teacher, Ann Henning, the halls of Mercy were filled with melodies all spring. Students shared
their talents with families and friends at a series of concerts in April and May.

4th Level Wax Museum
Visitors had the chance to meet some of
Ohio’s most famous historical characters at
Mercy’s Wax Museum. Students in Libby’s
4th level class researched influential Ohio
personalities and brought them to life in the
gymnasium for parents, teachers and classmates. Students would remain ‘frozen’ in
their wax state until a guest approached when
they would share a brief presentation about
their character. The annual Wax Museum
is an interesting and creative way for students
to learn about some of Ohio’s notable
personalities.

Noelle Shiffert portrays
Johnny Appleseed.

Charlie Klesa entertained
parents as Clark Gable.

5th & 6th Level Tower Gardens
This year our Upper Elementary students learned
all about aeroponic gardening through the use
of tower gardens. The students grew fresh lettuces and herbs from which they created delicious
salads, smoothies, and pesto pasta. In addition,
they shared their learning with Mercy’s younger
students through a series of presentations. Special
thanks to all the parents who donated, MMPA,
Megan Fronduti, and Scott Hall!
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Thank You To Our MMPA
The Mercy Montessori Parents Association (MMPA)
provides support in organizing field trips and student
activities, sponsors educational events for parents, and
assists with general fundraising. The events are designed
for families to celebrate and enjoy each other’s company
at various times throughout the year. MMPA Board
Meetings are held on the second Monday of each month
throughout the school year, and all Mercy parents are
welcome and encouraged to attend.
If you’d like to volunteer your time with MMPA, please
contact Mary Beth Losch at dannmarybeth@att.net
Thank you to our 2013-2014 MMPA Leaders!
• President: Mary Beth Losch
• Vice-President: Rachel Heitkamp
• Secretary: Jennifer Zembrodt
• Treasurer: Paige Ellerman
• Hospitality/Social Coordinator: Heather Morath
• Ambassador Coordinator: Susan Fraley
Activities Coordinators:
• Primary & Lower Elementary: Celeste Morgan and
Mary Beth Losch
• Upper Elementary: Stephanie Sommer
• Junior High: Molly Klesa
• Play Day Coordinator: Raechel Scarchilli
• Parent Education Coordinator: Abby Moran
• Kroger Card Sales: Amy Matlock
• Remke/Biggs Card Coordinator: Annette Wright
• SCRIPS Coordinator: Stephanie Sommer
• Spring Flower Sale: Mary Beth Losch
• Teacher Representative: Beth Woeber
• Athletic Representative: Tom Grant
• Principal: Patty Normile

Rachel Heitkamp grills up some food at Play Day.
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Top Row (from left to right)Beth Woeber,
Paige Ellerman, Mary Beth Losch, Abby Moran,
Stephanie Deimling First Row (from left to right)
Kate Caldwell, Raechel Scarchilli, Susan Fraley.

Susan Bronsil and Kristi Vredeveld
help out at Play Day.

Mary Beth Losch helps students make
tie dye shirts at Play Day.

Abby Moran runs the ‘Chuck a Duck’
station at Play Day.

Easter Egg Hunt
In April, our preschool and lower elementary students were off to the races at the annual Easter Egg Hunt. Beech Acres Park
was filled with hundreds of colorful eggs as students celebrated the season and enjoyed a few sweet treats. This is a favorite
event of parents and students and is organized by the MMPA volunteers. Special thanks to Mary Beth Losch and Celeste
Morgan for creating a special day in the park!

Teacher Appreciation Luncheon

The lunchroom was beautifully arranged for
the Teachers Appreciation Luncheon.

Comfortable new accommodations
in the Recombobulation Room.

Mercy Montessori is lucky to have some of the most caring,
dedicated and creative teachers in the city. Parents and
students said thank you to these incredible leaders on May
9th with a special appreciation lunch. Families shared a
favorite dish and created a wonderful celebration in the
teachers’ lounge. In addition, the MMPA volunteers
redesigned the teachers’ Recombobulation Room. A
comfortable couch and new artwork was donated to the
school. These gifts transformed the ordinary lunchroom
into a place for teachers and faculty to relax and enjoy a
quick meal and conversation with peers during the
school day.
Thank you to all who donated time, food, and items to
the teacher appreciation luncheon and new lounge.
Special thanks to the following families for their
extraordinary contributions to the luncheon and lounge:
Tom & MC Brennan, Tara Ryan Busch and Jesse Busch,
Nora and Steve Fink, Lucie and Jonathan Hawgood, Mary
Beth and Dan Losch, and Abby and Michael Moran.
We are also grateful for Eddie Elliot and Jim Lohre who
worked hard preparing the room by painting and
installing drapes and artwork.
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Play Day
Laughter filled the air as Mercy Montessori celebrated its
annual Play Day on June 2nd. This year, students participated
in a carnival themed event complete with face painting, a
dunking booth and the always competitive tug-of-war game
between students and alumni. This event would not have
been possible without the leadership of Play Day Coordinator,
Raechel Scarchilli and her team of amazing volunteers. Thank
you for putting smiles on the faces of our students making
memories that will last far beyond our summer break.

Parent Ed Night with Beth Bronsil
Mercy strives to be a community that educates the entire family. To that end,
the MMPA organized another wonderful parent education night with Montessori
expert and grandparent, Beth Bronsil. Mrs. Bronsil is the grandmother of
Jack (3rd Level) and Will (7th grade) and also happens to be a Montessori Education
expert, having run the Montessori Teacher Education department at Xavier University
for 29 years. On March 27th, she presented a seminar entitled, “How to Live
Peacefully with Your Children” that shared techniques on creating home
environments that support children and families. In addition to giving of her time
and experience, Beth also collected donations for the Inter Parish Ministry Food
Pantry. We are so thankful to Beth and her generosity and Abby Moran for
organizing this lovely event.
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Art Successes
Our amazing art teacher, Cathy Herring, has led our students
to achieve great art success again! The creative minds and
artistic expressions of Mercy students have been featured in
both local and international exhibitions.
Cathy has been submitting her student’s work to these
exhibitions for over 26 years. On a recent interview with
WLWT Channel 5, Cathy remarked, “I feel like I work with a
great group of artists, they are not just children and I don’t just
have something to give them. I get as much back from them.”
Congratulations to Cathy and her entire team of budding artists!

Visionaries & Voices
As part of the Visionaries and Voices Teaching Artist Program
(TAP), artist Curtis Davis, and his mentor, Robert Fate,
presented three different lessons for 2nd and 3rd level students.
Congratulations to the following students that were featured at the
TAP Student Show this spring: Destin Allen, Emma Berger, Drake
Cooper, Grace Coughlin, Ebony Curry, Lindsey Davis, Zack DeLuca,
Sophia Dugan, Maggie Gartner, Gabrielle Hawgood, Micah Jacobs,
Patrick Klesa, Nick Klus, Hope Lewandowski, Abby Lockard,
Kira McBride, Audrey Peters, Emery Shiffert, Aurora Smith,
Pilar Steward, Ehmet Thorton-Ayers, and Cade Walker.

Cincinnati Arts Association Exhibit, “Diversity”
Ten Mercy students were able to showcase their art at the 11th annual CAA art show
in May. The artwork was displayed at the Aronoff Center and focused on the theme of
‘diversity’. Congratulations to the following artists: Lawson Bergeron, Grace Coughlin,
Rosa Gerner, Gabe Hack, Hannah Himmelbauer, Daniel Kunkel, Will Moran, Avery Reider,
Josie Ruther, and Owen Seger.
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Brazee Glass Studios Installation
Mercy was selected as one of 10 schools to participate
in Brazee Glass Studio’s art installation set for this
summer. Cathy’s fifth grade class created beautiful glass
fish that will hang from the ceiling at Brazee, creating a
sea of 300 colorful creatures. After the show, our ‘school’
of 27 fish will return home to Mercy and will be
displayed on campus in the fall.

Mercy Montessori Yearbook Cover

Thank you, Owen Gunderman, for creating this beautiful work of art which will appear on
the 2013/2014 Yearbook and the Junior High Planner for 2014/2015.
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Pentel International Children’s Art Exhibition
We are so proud of Caitlin Barnes (8th Grade). She was
honored with the Pentel International Children’s Art
Exhibition’s Foreign Minister Award for her painting titled,
“Ice Dancing”. Caitlin is one of 10 honorees to receive
the award internationally and competed against a pool of
40,000 works from over 40 countries. She is the only
Foreign Minister Award winner in the United States.
At the year-end mass, Caitlin was presented with a gold
necklace in the shape of an artist’s palate, an art kit, a
certificate of achievement, and a book containing the
2014 award winning works. Her painting, “Ice Dancing”,
will be displayed on a nationwide tour featuring winning
entries from around the world.

Caitlin and her parents, Ann and Dan Barnes
with her painting, “Ice Dancing”.

In addition to Caitlin’s honor, ten Mercy students also
received Pentel awards. Here are some very cool stats:
• US earned 19 Gold Awards, Mercy 2.
• US earned 24 Silver Awards, Mercy 1
• US earned 32 Bronze Awards, Mercy 2
• US earned 61 Pentel Awards, Mercy 5
The Pentel International Children’s Art Exhibition gives
children, ages three to fifteen, an opportunity to express
their creativity through paintings, drawings and collages.
Over 40,000 entries from 40 countries were judged and we
are delighted that eleven of our students took home one of
their prestigious awards.

Award

Student Name

Artwork Title

Gold Award
(244 recipients)

Kayleigh Zimmer
Alexia Scholl

“Friends”
“Myself as Collage”

Foreign Minister Award
(10 recipients)

Caitlin Barnes

Silver Award
Claire Geiger
(389 recipients)		
Bronze Award
(526 recipients)
		
Pentel Awards
(502 recipients)
		
		
		

“Ice Dancing”

“Biker”

Ben Fahrmeier
Kara Flaspohler

“Bird Branch”
“Mr. Ed t”

Raine Ellerman
Annie Fee
Brian Becker
Cara Nestor
Maddi O’Connell

“Scarecrow in the Fall”
“Murphy and Me”
“The Happy Tree House”
“Fall Fun”
“Beach at Sunset”
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Power of the Pen
Mercy Montessori is proud to have some of the best writers
in the state! This spring, our Power of the Pen team members
participated in the annual creative writing competition for
7th and 8th grade students. They represented Mercy
beautifully and wrote their hearts out in three grueling rounds
against tough competition from 40 schools across 5 counties.
Thank you to parents Margaret Martin and Todd Larson for
being the leaders of this effort.

Congratulations to our Wonderful Writers!
8TH Level
Audrey Felton – State Finalist
Nate Klesa
Asa Larson – 1st place at district

7TH Level
Caitlin Barnes – State Finalist
Hope Lewandowski
Daniel Perrea
Ellie White – 16th place at district

Aubrey Rose Scholarship
Congratulations to Alexia Scholl who was the recipient of the
2014 Aubrey Rose Foundation Scholarship for her kindness
and willingness to give back to the community. This scholarship award is presented to a select group of students annually
who have a compassionate heart.
Alexia’s winning essay focused around the Charles Dicken’s
quote, “No one is useless in this world who lightens the
burdens of another.” Alexia writes, “I hope that through the
course of my life, I can continue to help others and inspire
others to do the same. Whether I am just flashing a smile
someone’s way, or volunteering with others, I hope to
brighten the days of everyone I meet.”

Right: Alexia pictured with her dad, Jeffrey,
and Nancy Hollenkamp, president of the
Aubrey Rose Foundation and mother of Aubrey.
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History Day
Once again, several Mercy Students received high marks at the
annual National History Day competition. Our Junior High
students completed individual projects on a topic of their
choice related to this year’s theme, Rights and Responsibilities.
We were pleased that many of our students were recognized
for their work on this project. Thank you to history teacher,
Sister Aloyse for guiding our students through this process!
Recent graduates, Audrey Felton and Alexia Scholl have been
recognized by National History Day as 7th in the Nation and
Best Overall in Ohio for their project, “Angelina and Sarah
Grimke: Advocates for Racial and Gender Equality”.
Their project was selected out of 600,000 entries nationwide
and 2,400 at the national award ceremony.
Audrey and Alexia travelled to the University of Maryland’s
campus where they were presented with a certificate for their
national award and a medal for their state championship.
Dr. Cathy Gorn, National History Day’s Executive Director,
presented the awards to the students onstage during a
live webcast on June 19th.
In addition to this national award, several Mercy Montessori
students competed at the state level in April:
Students:
Audrey Felton and Alexia Scholl

Project / Subject
Grimke Sisters

Maggie Gartner and
The Crafts
Maddi O’Connell		
Ciara Homan and Ellie White

Clara Lemlich

Asa Larson

Aldo Leopold

Daniel Perrea

Movie Rating System

Sidney Berger and Will Hubbard

The White Rose

Sydney Wagner and Emery Shiffert

Rosie the Riveter

Caitlin Barnes and Fiona Young

Coretta Scott King
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Congratulations to the Class of 2014

Be on the lookout for these Mercy Movers and Shakers! They are sure to go on to achieve great things as they look ahead to
high school and beyond. These amazing students celebrated their graduation Mass on Friday, May 23rd in Our Lady of Mercy
Chapel followed by a reception and catered dinner. The following high schools will be welcoming our graduates in the fall:
Clark Montessori, Mariemont, Moeller, St. Ursula, St. Xavier, Summit Country Day, and Walnut Hills.
With hearts full of love – we thank these students for their years of hard work and leadership at Mercy Montessori.

Sidney Berger
Shadow Curley
Zach Deluca
Audrey Felton
Hannah Himmelbauer
Will Hubbard
Annie Huber
Nate Klesa
Asa Larson
Michael Meyer
Ellie Normile
Alexia Scholl
Owen Seger
Emery Shiffert
Crosley Spelman
Ehmet Thornton-Ayers
Sydney Wagner
Cade Walker
Abby Zyck
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“Mercy has taught me to be kind and caring.
It has taught me to accept everyone to God’s table.
Mercy has made me the man I am today”
– Crosley Spelman

“Mercy taught me that it’s okay to be yourself ”
– Ellie Normile

“. . . smiling with all of my friends”
– Asa Larson

“I have always loved how every teacher lets each
student work at their own pace . . . Each and
every teacher helps each student thrive”
– Audrey Felton

Alumni Profile: Elizabeth Averbeck
Mercy Graduation Year: 6th Grade / 1994
Post Mercy Education: Dennison University,
2004 with a major in Art History
What She’s Doing Now: After spending four years in New York City,
Elizabeth moved to Boulder, Colorado where she works as the Publisher and
Director of Sales and Marketing for SNEWS & OR Daily. She sells print and
digital advertising to outdoor equipment manufacturers. Imagine everything that you see in The Benchmark Outfitters or REI catalog – Elizabeth
was the person who placed those ads!
Connect with Elizabeth: www.linkedin.com/in/elizabethaverbeck
Alumni
We love hearing from our amazing Mercy Montessori Alumni! We are working hard to update our records so we can keep you
informed about Alumni events and opportunities. Please send your current contact information to Kara Olding at kolding@
mercymontessori.org or visit the alumni page on the website to update your information. www.mercymontessori.org/alumni

All Alumni Night Out
The first ever All Alumni Night Out was held on
June 21st at Next Chapter in Mt. Adams. Special thanks
to Raechel Scarchilli and Libby Cherrington who hosted
and organized this fantastic event!

Right: David and Whitney Gleason (Class of ‘97),
and Board of Director’s member, Joe Butkovich
(Class of ‘78).

Matt Hemberger (attended
through ’94) and Chris Hemberger
(Class of ’99).

Ian Jennings (Class of ’09) and Seth
Jennings (Class of ’05).

Christina Frank King (Class of ’95) and
Michelle Frank Ireton (Class of ’91).
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Spring Fling 2014: ‘Mercy Goes Gatsby’
Thank you to the many volunteers, sponsors, donors and attendees who made this year’s Spring Fling a ‘Roaring’ success!
This year’s event was the highest grossing event to date, bringing in over $73,000 in support of Mercy Montessori’s financial
assistance program. A complete list of donors will be included in our upcoming Fall Newsletter & Annual Report. We are
thankful to all who supported the event with their time, treasure, and talent.

Thank You Sponsors & Volunteers
Co-Chairs: Paige Ellerman, Nora Fink, Carolyn Ottke-Moore, George Vredeveld
Emcee: Kreg Keesee
Auctioneer: Mike Felton
Photographer: Amanda Grimm
Committee & Event Volunteers: Audrey Felton, Will Hubbard, Nate Klesa, Sydney Wagner
Presenting Sponsor
The Bronsil Family

The Golden 20’s

BellTower Advertising
Paycor
School Outfitters
Sisters of Mercy South Central Community

The Big Cheese

Allstate – Losch & Associates, Inc.
FastPark
Metal Solutions Design & Fabrication
Josh Bowling State Farm Agency

The Cat’s Meow

CBRE
CertusBank
Colliers International
Donna Salyers’ Fabulous Furs
Frost Brown Todd
Juice Plus & Tower Garden by Meghan Fronduti
Keystone Bar & Grill
Mercy Athletic Boosters
OfficeCare
Pediatric Dental Garden Center, Inc.
Rose Gynecology
StreamKey

Friends of the Roaring 20’s
The Heitkamp Family
The Keesee Family
The Meyer Family
Normile & Associates
The Ott Family
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Faculty Years of Service Awards

Mercy Montessori is so thankful to have an amazing staff full of dedicated, caring and enthusiastic
people. At the school’s May Crowning Service, parents, students, and faculty honored some of our
faculty for their years of service. Principal, Patty Normile shared some fun facts about these
incredible staff members and the years that they started. She meshed this year’s Energy Bus points
into descriptions of each award recipient.

Tom Grant – 30 Years

“Desire, vision and focus move your bus in the right direction”
Tom has entered Mercy’s doors 5,400 times in his 30 years at
Mercy! In 1984 he was hired to handle PE, swimming, and
after school athletic programs. Tom has guided hundreds
of children over the years with solid role modeling for
good sportsmanship. In addition, Tom guides the children
indoors every day as our treasured car line ambassador. He
has a special talent of recalling alumni students, parents, and
of course, their cars! Tom’s hospitality, sincerity and kindness is appreciated by so many and we are thankful for his
gifts and talents.

30 Years Ago (1984):
Top Toy: Cabbage Patch Kid
Top Song: “Footloose” by Kenny Loggins
Notable Movie: ‘Ghost Busters’
Gallon of Gas: $1.10
Fun Fact: The first Apple Macintosh computer went on sale.

Carla Booth – 20 Years
“Drive with Purpose”

Carla is one of our upper elementary language and reading
arts directresses. With creativity and diligence, Carla opens
her students’ minds to the beauty and skill of reading and
writing. In addition, Carla has been a terrific religion teacher. She and her circle have worked hard through the years
to extend Christian values through service. Most recently,
Carla has championed the Mercy Times newspaper project
where student reporters create ‘something to live for’.
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20 Years Ago (1994):
Top Toy: Polly Pockets
Top Song: “The Hero” by Mariah Carey
Notable Movie: “Forrest Gump”
Movie Ticket: $4.08
Fun Fact: The world’s first digital TV launched in 1994.

Marybeth Flaspohler – 20 Years
“You are the driver of the bus”

Marybeth, otherwise know as MB, has served our
community as a lead 9-12 teacher in the area of cultural
subjects. She has literally been the driver of the bus by
managing extraordinary field trips, including the 5th and
6th level trips to Washington DC. MB is loyal to her family,
friends, colleagues, and Mercy families. She is always there
to step in and help someone in need, a shining example of
Catherine McAuley’s gift of hospitality. Marybeth drives
our students to success, stopping along the way for anyone
who needs a lift.

20 Years Ago (1994):
Top Toy: Mighty Morphin Power Rangers
Top Song: “The Sign” by Ace of Base
Notable Movie: ‘The Lion King’
Gallon of Gas: $1.09
Fun Fact: Th
 e Chunnel, a tunnel in the English Channel,
opened between England and France.

Becky Monahan – 5 Years

“Fuel your ride with positive energy”
You may not know this, but Becky Monahan, our kind and
gentle primary assistant, is also part fish. Each day at 11:45,
she switches gears and serves as the swim assistant with Tom
Grant. Becky loves the water; spending hours helping children enjoy and become skilled swimmers at Mercy and after
school at her local YMCA. She also works with our swim
team, and eagerly shares stories of the children’s accomplishments both in the classroom and the pool. Her positive
energy is contagious and fuels students, staff, and parents
with a can-do attitude in and out of the pool.

5 Years Ago (2009):
Top Toy: Bratz Girls Dolls
Top Song: “Boom Boom Pow” by the Black Eyed Peas
Notable Movie: “Ice Age: Dawn of the Dinosaurs”
Movie Ticket: $7.50
Fun Fact: U
 S Airflight 1549 landed in the Hudson River
thanks to heroic pilot, Sully Sullenberger.

Amanda Grimm- 5 Years

“Enthusiasm attracts more passengers and energizes them during the ride”
Amanda was originally hired as Mercy’s Front Desk Operator where she handled the many interesting situations that
arise at a school with grace, courtesy and kindness. Because of her organizational skills, Amanda transitioned into
the role of Admissions directress last year. She is a kind
hearted and gracious ambassador for the school, sharing
the welcoming spirit of Mercy with prospective and current
families. She is dedicated to serving the students, staff and
families at Mercy Montessori.

5 Years Ago (2009):
Top Toy: Wonder Pets
Top Song: “Poker Face” by Lady Gaga
Notable Movie: ‘Harry Potter and the Half Blood Prince’
Gallon of Gas: $2.73
Fun Fact: B
 arrack Obama was inaugurated as
the 44th President.
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Meet A Mercy Montessori Family
The Young Family
The Young Family has recently moved back to Cincinnati and was introduced
to Mercy Montessori. Their children, Fiona (8th Grade) and Sean (1st Grade)
are active and outdoorsy. Fiona loves piano, swimming, and the beach while
Sean enjoys bugs, gardening, soccer, and piano. Valerie and Shawn have been
wonderful volunteers for the school, helping with hot lunch, Play Day, and
chaperoning field trips. The family loves taking trips together, particularly to
Dublin, Ireland where Valerie’s family lives.
What do you love about Mercy Montessori?
We love the Montessori Philosophy. It has served Fiona well in our many
moves, Mercy being her fourth Montessori school from when she started
in Atlanta just before her 3rd birthday. The caring and nurturing
environment has allowed Fiona to transition to a new school easily.
Similarly, Sean’s transition to Mercy at age 5 was also flawless.
Why did you choose Mercy Montessori?
We took a trip out last February to look at three schools. Shawn and I figured
Fiona would be the best to make a decision as she has been through the many
moves and has gone through this process several times. She critiqued the first
two schools and observed intently as we were given a tour. Our last school
to visit was Mercy Montessori. They each spent time in the classroom. Sean
came out first, smiling and skipping with Yvonne. Fiona descended the stairs
with no outward indication as to how it went. She asked that over lunch she
and Sean do an elimination process to see which school they chose. They did
and Mercy was their first choice, in fact, Mercy was Fiona’s only choice. She
said she knew immediately it was where she wanted to go. It felt like home to her and the several of the girls immediately
welcomed her and talked about next year. She made a strong friendship with these girls. Sean said it felt like his classroom
in San Francisco and his teacher was very kind. We followed the child (Children)!
Our Mercy Experience.
I have shared this story with several parents and of course, Patty. At pick-up on the first day of school Sean announced
he wanted a play date with his many new friends. Fiona got into the car silently and remained quiet the entire ride home.
When we got home I asked if the day went okay and with a big smile she said, “I love it, everyone is so nice”. I think the
very different reactions from my kids speak volumes about Mercy Montessori, the staff and community who make
Mercy a peaceful and nurturing environment.
Shawn and I are grateful to all the staff at Mercy Montessori and the families that have made this year so wonderful that
we feel we have belonged here for many years.
What will you do this summer?
After a cross-country move last summer we are looking forward to spending time at home and exploring more of Cincinnati.
We also plan to visit friends in Lexington, KY and will spend a week in Fernandina Beach, Florida. The kids have found
Kings Island so no doubt a season pass will be well used!
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New Teachers
“Once the environment exists the directress will become the link between it and the children…
Montessori always insists that she must be a dynamic link.
This requires a great variety of qualities—knowledge, patience, observation,
discrimination, tact, experience, sympathy-- and above all charity.
The science of being a Montessori directress consists in knowing
beforehand the general function of the prepared environment and the
nature and purpose of each material in it…The art of being a directress
lies in knowing how, and when to give any particular lesson to any
particular child, or group of children.
(Standing, Life and Work, 305)
It is with great pleasure that we announce our new junior high teachers for the school
year 2014-15: Lindsey Beiting and Elizabeth Zerhusen. They will be teaming with
Sr. Aloyse to teach the language and history curriculums.

Junior High Teacher,
Lindsey Beiting.

In 2009, Lindsey graduated from Hanover College with a Bachelors of Arts in English,
and in 2013 she graduated from Xavier University with a Masters of Education,
concentrating in Adolescence to Young Adult Integrated Language Arts. Reading and
writing are a passion of hers and she is eager to share that passion with our students.
Lindsey has taught both middle school and secondary language arts classes and is
keenly aware of Common Core skills that need to be mastered by the end of the 8th
grade. We are so fortunate to have such a qualified teacher at Mercy!
Elizabeth Zerhusen is pursuing a Bachelors of Science in Montessori Education
through Xavier University. She is currently completing her requirements as a student
teacher at North Avondale Montessori with Mark Flaspohler. Elizabeth will join
Mercy on a part-time basis in the fall and will transition to full-time when we return
from our holiday break in December.

Mary Ann Zerhusen, 9-12 teacher,
Elizabeth Zerhusen, Junior High
teacher, and Maria Zerhusen,
current 5th level student.

Elizabeth is a graduate of Mercy Montessori’s junior high. She is a Montessorian in all that she does and we are thrilled
to have her on our team.
Both Lindsey and Elizabeth have jumped in feet first! On June 23, they began their coursework in Montessori secondary
education with our local training program, CMSTEP. CMSTEP is the Cincinnati Montessori Secondary Teacher Education
Program run by Marta Donahoe and Barb Scholtz at Clark Montessori. The program will be completed over the course of
the next 12-18 months. Both Lindsey and Elizabeth will receive their Secondary I & II Certification through the American
Montessori Society at the completion of the program.
Again, we are so very fortunate to have Lindsey and Elizabeth join our Mercy community. Please join us in welcoming them!
Sincerely,
Patty and Lisa
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Board of Directors Member: Sister Helen Lucille Habig
Sister Helen Lucille Habig has spent 58 years in Catholic Education with the last 43
at the Archdiocesan Public Schools Office. She has been a part of Mercy’s Board of
Directors for five years.
Sister Helen has passionately dedicated her life to teaching children mathematics
and science and providing educators with the tools they need to build strong learning
environments. Over the years, she has served as the Assistant Superintendent
of Archdiocesan schools, the President of the Greater Cincinnati Teachers of
Mathematics Club, a Mathematics Education professor at Xavier University, and the
director of State and Federal Funding for Schools. She realized through prayer that,
“If I can help 10 teachers to change their style of teaching, over the years I can
multiply myself and many more students could benefit.” Most recently Sister Helen was honored by Pope Francis with the Pro
Ecclesia et Pontiface Medal, an honor given to vowed religious who demonstrate exceptional service to the Catholic Church.
She loves serving on the board of directors for Mercy Montessori because she loves to promote what the school is all about.
“Planning the future direction of the school is a must. I highly endorse the Montessori methods of teaching,” said Sister Helen.
Sister Helen celebrated her retirement in June after a long and successful career in education. She hopes to devote more time
to prayer and reading. Relaxation will take place this summer, as it will be the first she has had for 45 years without working.
After that, Sister Helen plans to spend even more time volunteering, adding to the current list of organizations she serves.
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