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Our Mission
	 	Mercy	Montessori	Center	nurtures	the	development	of	the	whole	child	in	the	context	of	

a	Catholic	community	that	inspires	the	love	of	God,	respects	individual	differences	and	
cultivates	a	life-long	love	of	learning.		The	goal	for	each	child	is	to	become	a	contributing	
member	of	society	and	ultimately	a	citizen	of	heaven.

Greetings from the Principal
Winter 2014

As our new year begins and the snow and ice continue, I am happy to send this Mercy Newsletter to you.   
I hope that you will enjoy reading the highlights from the fall at Mercy Montessori.  Each and every day I  
experience moments when I just have to stop and smile at a funny remark, story, or behavior of one of our 
students.  As an educator and administrator, I recognize that it is the wondrous nature of children that inspires 
each of us who has the privilege of spending our week with them.  From overcoming those playground scrapes  
to mastering a new skill, your children bring joy to the world.

In this busy era of 24/7 accessibility to work, news, social media, and more, it can be almost impossible to find 
a quiet moment.  Following a recent snow day, so many parents shared with me how unexpected time home 
with kids (though sometimes difficult to work around!) opens the door for a wonderful slowing down of life.  
Whether homemade cookies appear, family movies get watched together, or snowballs fly, these are the moments 
that children remember.  These are also the memories that many of us fondly recall from our own childhoods.  
That secure feeling of connecting with people you love adds to the strong, emotional foundation needed to 
weather those bumps in the road that life is sure to bring.  My wish for all of us during 2014 is to make a  
resolution to spend some extra time with loved ones.  And though this may be easier said than done, young  
or old, a little additional closeness is sure to add cheer and a sense of well being to all.  

Since this is newsletter edition has a preschool focus, I can’t resist including part of a traditional carol many of 
the three, four, and five year olds just love.  Hearing those sweet, little voices singing during their December 
morning meetings is enough to melt anyone’s heart.

Away	in	a	manger,	no	crib	for	a	bed,
The	little	Lord	Jesus	laid	down	His	sweet	head.
The	stars	in	the	sky	looked	down	where	He	lay,

The	little	Lord	Jesus	asleep	on	the	hay.

All of us at Mercy Montessori wish you much joy and happiness in the new year.  I look forward to more  
wonderful days with your families in 2014!
  
In the Spirit of Mercy,

Patty Normile, Principal
Mercy Montessori

If you would like this newsletter emailed to anyone on your “nice” list, please forward his or her name,  
contact information, and Mercy connection to Kara Olding at kolding@mercymontessori.org.  

We are always happy to share our good news!
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Upcoming School Events

January 13 
 - Coffee and Conversation in the Parlor 8:45 am
 - School Mass 9:30 am

January 20
 - Martin Luther King, Jr. Day - school closed

January 24
 -  Parent Education Coffee on 3-6 Montessori  

Sensorial and Math Curricula 9:00 am

January 27 - 31
 - Catholic Schools Week

February 6 
 - Open House for Prospective Parents 9:00 am
 - Parent Education Coffee 9:00 am

February 12
 - Coffee and Conversation in the Parlor 8:45 am
 - School Mass 9:30 am

February 14
 - Winter Holiday - school closed

February 17
 - Presidents’ Day - school closed

February 23
 - Preschool Parent Child Work Day, time TBD 

March 1
 - Regional History Day Competition 

March 5
 - Ash Wednesday Service 9:30 am
 - First Communion Planning Meeting 7:00 pm

March 22
 - Spring Fling Auction

March 28
 - Teacher In-Service - school closed for students

The	full	school	calendar	is	viewable	at		
www.mercymontessori.org	and	includes	
specific	dates	and	times	for	additional	events.
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	Mercy	Montessori’s	junior	high	class	organized	the	first	Mass	of	the	2013-2014	school	year!

Steve’s	circle	carefully	planned	the	October	liturgy	for	the	school	community.

The	children	in	Carla’s	circle	created	a	wonderful	All	
Saints	Day	Mass.

Jenny	Duncan	prepared	14	second	level	children	for		
receiving	the	Sacrament	of	Reconciliation.		A	Mass	was		
held	for	the	students	and	their	families.		In	the	spring,	the	
children	will	begin	preparations	for	their	First	Communion.

Religious Celebrations



A multitude of lower elementary 
students (including newly minted 
fourth levels) spent their summers 
reading and logging their books for 
the Thousand Page Club.  A simple 
celebration was held in September, 
with each participant receiving a 
certificate and medal.  The top read-
er of the group, Alton Headworth, 
read close to a billion pages, give or 
take a few hundred thousand (that’s 
a loose estimate).  Congratulations 
to everyone who took time to read, 
read, read during the summer!

First Day of School a Big Adventure
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Thousand Page Club

The start of a new school year is an adventure for any 
child, but the first day of school for a three year old is 
a huge milestone.  Mercy welcomed 290 students this 
fall, and the preschoolers were, as usual, as cute as they 
come!  Those early days provided some big smiles and 
tearful moments, but in the hands of Mercy’s seasoned 
3-6 teachers, the transition was a smooth one.  Thanks  
to the three year Montessori classroom cycle, many 
returning students immediately fell into classroom  
routines and were hard at work in no time.  Fresh faces 
were welcomed and the junior high children enjoyed  
being the new school leaders.   

Free the child’s potential and you will transform 
him into the world - Maria Montessori

Top	Left:	Patty	and	Tom	were	ready	to	welcome	students	
back	to	the	first	morning	carline	of	the	year.	

Top	Right:	Older	students	placed	backpacks	into	their	new	
lockers	and	happily	reconnected	with	friends.

Bottom:	New	preschoolers	kissed	their	parents	goodbye	
and	began	their	first	day	at	Mercy	Montessori!	
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The 35th Mercy Metric 10K Run and 5K Run/Walk brought in  
a record number of runners to the Lunken Playfield course on 
Monday, September 2nd.  The event is a Labor Day tradition, 
with several runners having participated since the first race was 
run in 1978.  Sponsored by Paycor, Phillips Edison & Company, 
Utopian Fitness, Select Integrations, and Brand Evolutions, the 
proceeds support the athletic programming by offsetting the cost 
of equipment, referee fees, and skills trainers who offer support to 
the many volunteer parent coaches.  Parents Dan and Ann Barnes 
were the 2013 event chairs.   

A picnic follows the race, offering volunteers, runners, and 
Mercy Montessori families a late morning of outdoor play.   
Food and beverages were donated by John Morrell & Co. and 
the Athletic Boosters Association.  Mike and Rachel Heitkamp 
organize the family picnic each year.

35th Mercy Metric Race a Labor Day Tradition

Thank	you	to	Dan	and	Ann	Barnes	for	leading	
the	successful	event	and	hats	off	to	Mike	and		
Rachel	Heitkamp	for	effortlessly	managing	the	
family	picnic.

Everyone	enjoyed	the	Mercy	Metric	Race,	Kids	Fun	Run,	and	family	picnic.	

Mercy Day a True Celebration of our Mercy Heritage 
Mercy Day was wonderfully celebrated with an original play and presentation 
written and performed by our junior high students.  Mercy Day is commemo-
rated around the world each September by the Sisters of Mercy and Mercy  
affiliated and sponsored institutions.  Mercy’s 7th and 8th graders theatrically 
told the story of the life of Catherine McAuley, foundress of the Sisters of Mercy 
in Dublin, Ireland.

A group sing took place during the all-school assembly and mobiles created by  
each class were carried into the auditorium.  The artwork is currently displayed  
in individual classrooms.  Sister Aloyse made a dramatic appearance on stage as 
a butterfly, much to the delight of students, staff, and parents.  

We thank these dedicated women religious for their support of Mercy  
Montessori and for the good works they carry out.  Inspired by the life of Jesus 
and by their founder, Catherine McAuley, the Sisters of Mercy envision a just 
world for people who are poor, sick, and uneducated.  The Sisters of Mercy are 
women of faith who commit their lives to God and their resources to serve, advocate, and pray for those in  
need around the world.  Happy 182nd birthday, Sisters of Mercy!  You can learn more at www.sistersofmercy.org.



Father Daughter Back to School Dance Offers Warm Welcome

Junior High Begins an Ambitious Year of Community Service
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Mercy Montessori daughters and fathers enjoyed the third annual Father Daughter  
Back to School Dance in mid-September.  Many of the students, ages 3 to 13, were also 
joined by their grandfathers and uncles, creating a memorable multi-generational event.  
The evening of activities and dancing is one of our best-attended social events and the 
proceeds support Mercy’s Spring Fling Auction and student financial assistance.  

This year’s dance was organized and sponsored by the Barnes, Burrows/Yi, Castellini, 
Fronduti, O’Connell, Peters, and Soutar families.  The night serves as an opportunity  
for fathers and daughters to have a lovely evening together while sharing time with  
fellow community members. 

Seven	Mercy	families	organized	and	sponsored	the	annual	event,	which	provided		
and	evening	of	socializing	and	dancing	for	all	in	attendance.

Every other Wednesday the junior high attends three different service projects: Camp Stepping Stones,  
Gorman Farm, and Senior Services with Mercy Neighborhood Ministries.  “These are all engaging and important 
experiences for our junior high students,” reflects Lisa Klus, Mercy’s Assistant Principal.  The farm work is based 
around Maria Montessori’s dynamic Erdkinder concept, which calls for adolescent children to continue to  
expand their broad skill base and critical thinking, while increasing their sense of society by spending time in  
an agricultural environment.  The variety of service opportunities was designed so that each child could immerse 
him or herself in different settings.  Parents assist with the transportation and the students have enjoyed this 
unique, ongoing chance to take their learning outside of 2335 Grandview Avenue. 
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Children Love Parent-Child Work Nights
Montessori students love to demonstrate their skills during Parent-Child Work Nights.  On October 3rd Mercy’s lower  
elementary classrooms were full of busy children and engaged parents, many of whom had a chance to learn educational  
concepts in a whole new way.  These scheduled evenings are an ideal opportunity to see the Montessori curriculum in action, 
and find out what sparks your child’s interest.

Teresa Riva ’99
Alumna Teresa Riva recently relocated from Los Angeles with Procter  
& Gamble and is a wonderful addition to Mercy’s Board of Directors.  
She is Brand Manager of Global Hair Care Front End Innovation and  
has been with P&G since her graduation University of Notre Dame.  
Teresa is pictured (with her mother) at a November donor appreciation 
dinner where she was Mercy’s guest alumni speaker. 

Orson Austin 
Mercy Montessori is pleased to have Dr. Orson Austin, father of Jude 
’07, Theo ’09, and Sophie ’13, join its Board of Directors.  In addition to 
17 years as a Mercy parent, Orson has filled the role of MMPA president 
and served as Mercy’s Medical Director.  He is a Family Practitioner at 
University Family Physicians and his family was featured in the Fall 2013 
Quarterly Newsletter. 

Parent Education Coffees a Great Way to Start Your Morning

Two New Members Join Mercy’s Board of Directors

The first in a series of four Parent Education Coffees for  
preschool parents began in October with Yvonne Reissig’s  
presentation of the Montessori philosophy.  Scheduled for  
9:00 am in the dining room, the coffees offer an opportunity  
to meet other families, gain a deeper understanding of what 
occurs in our Montessori classrooms, and learn from our  
outstanding 3-6 faculty.  

Whitney Gleason offered an overview of the 3-6 Practical  
Life philosophy and curriculum in November.  Two preschool 
curriculum events remain which will take place in January  
and February.
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Junior High Explore CREW at the Cincinnati Zoo and Botanical Garden

Another Wonderful Falloween

To support and expand upon their science curriculum,  
the junior high explored The Carl H. Lindner Jr. Family  
Center for Conservation and Research of Endangered Wild-
life (CREW).  Students attended a presentation at this first  
of its kind, state-of-the-art research facility dedicated to  
saving endangered plants and animals from extinction.   
The Cincinnati Zoo and Botanical Garden continues to offer 
outstanding programming for students of all ages and enjoys 
a national reputation as one of the best zoos in the country.

Right:	Junior	high	students	were	treated	to	an	up-close	and	
personal	tour	of	several	exhibits	and	had	an	opportunity	to	
learn	about	the	scientific	research	being	conducted	at	the	
zoo’s	CREW.

Mercy’s Falloween, an annual fall favorite for preschool and 
lower elementary students, took place at Parky’s Farm this  
year.  Parent Celeste Morgan coordinated the festivities, 
which were underwritten by the Mercy Montessori Parents  
Association.  The new venue offered wagon rides, animal 
experiences with goats and ponies, a costume parade, and  
refreshments.  Children and adults got into the spirit by 
dressing up in fun and friendly costumes.  Celeste Morgan  
and her merry band of Falloween volunteers created a great 
afternoon; thank you!
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Ecolab Ready for Winter
On Saturday, November 2nd, the Ecolab received attention from the Berger,  
Heitkamp, Kodas, Plush, Randolph, Salyer, Shroyer, and Spears families.   
Lower elementary teacher Noreen Sullivan volunteered to arrange and help  
with the work.  While adults and older children did most of the heavy lifting,  
the younger students searched the woods for lost playground balls and assisted 
with a number of outdoor tasks.

The main focus of the morning was to mulch the Ecolab, which is located on  
the hillside below the preschool and lower elementary playground.  A favorite 
outdoor area to explore during recess, the annual clean up ensured that the 
Ecolab is child-friendly and well maintained.  As Noreen shared, “It was a joy to 
work with all these folks, and many hands did make light work - and a beautiful, 
natural place for children to enjoy this winter.”  

Mercy Students Support the Children of Ronald McDonald House
Steve’s upper elementary circle completed a community service project  
benefitting the Ronald McDonald House of Cincinnati; they organized an  
all-school collection of extra Halloween candy from trick or treating.  The  
Ronald McDonald House offers housing and support to the families of  
youngsters receiving medical care at nearby Cincinnati hospitals.  Donated 
candy was delivered to the many children (and their siblings) who did not  
have the opportunity to enjoy Halloween because of serious health issues.

Marybeth’s 9-12 circle also selected the Ronald McDonald House for a  
community service experience.  Students completed research of the many 
needs of the House and collectively decided to make snack bags for the  
temporary residents.  The bags were designed for families to grab as they  
head out for a long day spent at the hospital.

Marybeth was pleased that the project was completely “student driven …  
they created the list of needed items, wrote notes asking parents for help,  
decided to decorate the bags, and created inspirational quotes to put into  
them.  Once supplies came in, our circle dated and packed up the bags.”  
Students then made arrangements for a tour of the Ronald McDonald  
facility to coincide with the dropping off of their donation.  “What an  
impact it had on our kids to see who they were helping.  What an amazing 
place!” reported Marybeth.
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Mercy Soccer Players Show their Talent at the Grothaus Tournament

Upper El Scallywag Tag Party a Big Hit

The 31st Annual Grothaus Tournament took place at Finley Ray Park in Milford, Ohio the first weekend in November.   
Congratulations to all of our Mercy soccer players for an outstanding performance.  Of our eight teams, six advanced to  
Sunday play in the semi finals.  Kudos to the Girls Strikers team who won the final match and brought home a first place  
trophy!  Mercy Montessori has enjoyed extending their season by participating in this tournament for many years.   

“The Grothaus tournament is a very well-run tournament with great volunteers and refs.  I really like the tournament because 
it not only allows our girls to play against competitive teams from outside their league within the city, but also allows them to 
be together and enhance their team building/cohesion in between games by playing together outside of soccer, eating a meal 
together, and supporting other Mercy teams.  It even allows the parents to get to know each other a bit better,” observes  
Barbara Walker, Mercy parent and coach. 

Thank you to all the fall coaches and parents who made the chilly weekend a great experience for our players.  And thank  
you the Boosters Association for covering the tournament entry fee costs.  We would like to close out a great soccer season 
with a big thank you to Kim Perry, equipment manager, and Shelly Zimmer for serving as soccer coordinator.  Shelly will  
be handing over soccer coordination to Lisa Galvin-Sang for the spring season, which will be here before we know it!    

Left:	The	Grothaus	Tournament	fields	were	full	of	our	players	and	their	siblings,	many	of	whom	watched	each	other’s	games	to	
show	their	Mercy	Montessori	school	spirit.

Right:	Our	Girls	Strikers	team,	coached	by	Barbara	Walker	and	Scott	Hall,	proudly	brought	home	a	first	place	tournament		
win	for	Mercy	Montessori.		Congratulations	to	this	talented	group	of	athletes.		Pictured	(L	to	R)	in	the	back	row	are	head	coach	
Barbara	Walker,	Nicole	Curley,	Isabella	Walker,	Lucia	Castellini,	Alex	Vredeveld,	Brooklyn	Eaton	(St.	Cecilia),	Grace	Yi,		
Avery	Vota,	Reagan	Lewis	(St	Cecilia),	and	assistant	coach	Scott	Hall.		The	front	row	(L	to	R)	includes	Nora	Kovasckitz,		
Sarah	Castelman	(St	Cecilia),	Rosa	Gerner,	Gabby	Castellini,	KT	Headley,	Margie	Fronduti,	and	Elena	Hall.		Not	pictured		
are	tournament	players	Trinity	Bailey	and	Kara	Flaspohler.	

Upper elementary students had a blast playing laser tag and mini golf at their Scallywag Tag Party on Friday, November 8th.  
With 70 students, 17 carpool drivers, 21 parent chaperones, and countless pizzas and drinks, the 4th, 5th, and 6th level  
students enjoyed every minute of their time together.  

As upper elementary events coordinator Stephanie Sommers reported, “The kids had a great time and there was enough space 
for them to burn some energy and spend time with their friends.  It was one of the biggest turnouts we’ve had and everyone 
had fun.  It couldn’t have been easier to plan, thanks to the help of so many parents.”  Thank you, Stephanie, for making it  
possible through your time and efforts!
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Montessori Journey Night for Parents

Pentel International Art Exhibit Field Trip

Thanksgiving Feast a Long-Standing Kindergarten Tradition

A fascinating evening took place in mid-November that offered parents a glimpse of how Montessori students learn  
(and come to love) math across the Montessori curriculum.  Adults had a rare opportunity to see firsthand the way  
multiplication concepts are taught from the preschool classroom through junior high.  Instruction at each level builds on  
the mastery of previous lessons.  The beautiful, manipulative Montessori materials, originally developed by innovator Maria 
Montessori beginning in 1907, are an integral part of the lessons.  Parents spent time in each of the four divisions:  3-6, 6-9, 
9-12, and junior high.  Mercy’s expert teaching staff provided energetic presentations.  Thank you to Parent Education  
Coordinator Abby Moran for organizing this engaging and informative event and to Assistant Principal Lisa Klus for her  
role as event advisor.

Mercy Montessori students have participated in the Pentel International 
Art Exhibit for close to 20 years, with many gold, silver, and bronze medals 
acknowledging their artistic talents.  An annual competition juried by an 
international panel in Japan, the exhibits are showcased around the globe.

Lower elementary students had an opportunity to see one of the exhibits 
currently on display in Cincinnati.  The artwork of Elise Becker and Carl 
Lewendowski, spring Mercy graduates, are traveling the world at present.  
The 1st, 2nd and 3rd levels enjoyed the cultural experience; much of the 
artwork was from Asian student artists.

Mercy Montessori’s extended dayers (fondly referred to as “splendid dayers”) celebrated their Thanksgiving Feast, with great 
glee, the Friday before the holiday.  After spending a month studying the Pilgrims and Native Americans, as well as attending 
a field trip to the Imago Earth Center, the kindergarten students created handmade costumes, churned butter, baked muffins 
with corn they had ground, and prepared to celebrate Thanksgiving with their classmates and teachers.  As any older Mercy 
student or graduate will say, this special afternoon is much anticipated and long remembered.  

Several of the classrooms invited staff to join them at their tables.  Parents sent in traditional Thanksgiving food, which was  
enjoyed by all.  Preparation for the annual feast connects many lessons across the curriculum, and the meal presents the  
perfect opportunity to practice grace and courtesy, one of the unique focuses of a Mercy Montessori education.   

Below:		The	annual	Thanksgiving	Feast	is	a	special	day	in	the	lives	of	Mercy’s	darling	kindergartners.		Students	in	each	of	the	four	
preschool	classrooms	prepared	for	and	enjoyed	a	traditional	holiday	meal.
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Grandparents’ Days

Poetry and Pumpkin Pie

Artists of the First Quarter

Our 290 students hosted 410 guests during November’s Grandparents’ Days.  A favorite of all ages, it was a pleasure to host the 
grandparents, grandfriends, and other adults who spent two wonderful mornings with their favorite Mercy students.  Each day 
begins in the chapel, where a number of upper elementary and junior high students shared their musical talents with visitors.   

Mercy could not have entertained so many guests, so graciously, without the support of a large group of parents.  The shuttle 
drivers, greeters, tea service volunteers, photographers, and craft volunteers were tremendous, and kept everything running 
smoothly.  

As Patty Normile shared with parents, “We love these two days and look forward to your children enjoying their special loved 
one(s) at Mercy Montessori.  On behalf of the entire staff, thank you for helping us make this great event happen.  It’s one of 
my favorites and a beautiful start to the holiday season.”
 

Mercy	Montessori	was	pleased	to	host	410	visitors	during	Grandparents’	Days,	held	the	Monday	and	Tuesday	before	Thanksgiving.

A literary tradition that has taken place in one of Mercy’s 6-9 classrooms 
for more than a decade is an afternoon of poetry reading, followed by 
pumpkin pie.  Parents and siblings of students in Melissa and Noreen’s 
lower elementary class enjoyed a stellar turnout for this pre-Thanksgiving 
experience.  Students, singly and in groups of various sizes, recited poetry 
to a packed audience.  Several parents and siblings also chose to share 
works that had particular meaning to them.  Language arts teacher  
Noreen Sullivan planned and coordinated this family-friendly activity  
that is a long-standing event.

The artwork of the following students is on display and can be viewed on the fourth floor gallery wall, near the Mercy library.  
One student was selected from each grade (1st through 8th).  Congratulations to these talented artists! 

Maggie Power “I Like To Dance”

Sumner Shroyer “The Tree House”

Annelise Hawgood “The Big City”

Lily Coughlin “The Tree House at My House”

Aidan Sommer “The Electric Tree House”

Jackson O’Daniel “My Tree House”

Ella Becker “Sunflowers”

Abby Zyck “Sunflowers”
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Yvonne Reissig and Tricia Grawe love working together.  Both were Mercy 
student interns and began teaching upon graduation.  Yvonne is in her 
29th year in the preschool classroom (wow!) and Tricia is completing her 
13th, 11 of which she has spent co-teaching with Yvonne.  The ease with 
which they navigate their environment is immediately apparent and their 
reward for years of dedication is found in the smiles on their students’ 
faces. 

“Yvonne and I work so well together,” shares Tricia.  “We can look at each 
other across the classroom and instantly know what the other is thinking 
or needs.  We balance each other and bring different strengths to our class.”  

“I learn so much from Tricia, even after how many years we’ve worked 
together.  I can’t imagine doing my job without her.  I love that the  
children have two adults in the classroom with different personalities  
and styles.  It’s great for the kids to be exposed to two different people  
each day,” adds Yvonne.

“Now that I am a parent with two girls of my own (Nora is a 4 year old in Whitney and Bonni’s class), I see things differently 
and that brings a new perspective to the classroom; Yvonne really appreciates that,” Tricia offers.  “We listen well to each 
other and look to each other to support our teaching, the children, and their families.”

“It’s so wonderful to have my own daughter at Mercy now.  Nora attended a traditional preschool last year, which was a good 
experience, but she rarely gave me much feedback.  I’ve seen a real difference in her now that she’s a Montessori student.  She 
has the freedom to choose works and is gaining so much more independence in this environment.  She loves her classroom 
and is developing good work habits; I see how much it carries over into the home environment.  Over Thanksgiving break, 
Nora kept asking when she was going back to school.  As a parent and a teacher, you can’t ask for anything more.” 

“I just feel like Mercy is truly an authentic Montessori school where we can implement and practice the real Montessori  
curriculum and philosophy.  I love that we accept all different kinds of children with different needs and backgrounds;  
they all feel accepted,” Yvonne observes.  “People stay in touch with us and the kids come back and visit.  That says so much 
about their experience and how much Mercy means to them.  In my years here I have seen a lot of changes and it’s all been 
really positive for the school.  We’ve grown a lot, but have worked to keep that small school feeling of being a family.  It’s 
wonderful that children can start here at three and continue in a warm, caring environment until they begin their high 
school experience.” 

Tricia agrees that the Montessori philosophy benefits students.  “The three-year cycle is so important for children; it builds 
their confidence.  The preschool years are such a good foundation.  Having three years together allows us to gain their trust 
and really know and encourage them.  Sometimes when it’s time to move up to the first grade, kids get nervous.  But after a 
few weeks, we always hear from their 6-9 teachers that they have made the transition and are thriving.  They developed the 
skills they needed during the preschool years.  I just can’t imagine teaching anywhere else but Mercy.” 

When asked why she has decided to stay in Mercy Montessori’s 3-6 classroom for 29 years, Yvonne brightly replies, “It’s my 
absolute favorite age group.  They are so curious, motivated and joyful.  Preschoolers live in the moment and have incredibly 
caring and kind hearts; they are naturally empathetic with each other.  I learn as much from them as I hope they learn from 
me.  And we laugh all day at how cute they are.  It can be hard for us to keep a straight face, and I have the laugh lines to 
prove it!  I just love being with this age group.”

Meet One of Our Preschool Teaching Teams 

“We	laugh	a	lot;	these	kids	are	so	cute,”	agree	
3-6	teaching	team	Yvonne	Reissig	and	Tricia	
Grawe.		Education	is	Yvonne	and	Tricia’s		
calling	and	three,	four,	and	five	year	olds	are	
their	favorite	aged	children	to	teach.
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The Homan Family
Sarah Homan has been a Mercy parent since 2003, when her eldest 

daughter, Ciara, began as a preschooler in Anne (Kroger) and Bonni’s 

classroom.  Ciara is now a seventh grader in our junior high, and her 

younger sister, Kayla, is a four year old with Whitney and Bonni.   

Devlin should begin his Mercy Montessori journey in the fall of 2015.

“When I was making the school choice for Ciara, I wanted a Catholic 

education, but not a traditional education.  I originally heard about 

Mercy through my cousin.  She told me about this great school her  

children were attending, Mercy Montessori, and I thought I should  

check it out.  During my tour, I was amazed and blown away by how 

fine-tuned the lessons were.  I liked that the children were not sitting 

behind desks with a teacher talking at them from the front of the class-

room.  I saw that it was a more individually based education.  Students 

were working at their own pace, sitting on the floor, or at a table,  

wherever they were more comfortable focusing.  The whole  

organization of the teaching was impressive.  

“I think the Montessori environment offers everything a preschool  

child needs.  They get the academics, but also the practical life lessons.  

My children can help me in the kitchen and be involved.  Instead of occupying them while trying to get things done,  

they can work with you and you can have more fun with your kids.  

“Montessori children seem better prepared for the outside world.  As Ciara was growing up through her time at Mercy,  

I could see the difference when we went out with different groups.  There is a maturity that starts in the preschool classroom.  

They are taught grace and courtesy, and by starting that young it makes them more responsible for themselves.  You don’t see 

that with traditional schooling. 

 

“As a parent of a seventh level, I see the benefit of the three year cycle; every year is not a new transition.  It’s much better 

than getting used to new teachers every year and if a kid is not stressed, they do better.  Mercy has been wonderful for  

Ciara and we love the junior high. 

“My two daughters have very different personalities.  One is laid back and one is a go-getter.  Kayla’s preschool teachers say 

that she is always looking for more challenging works.  Ciara has a different approach to learning.  Either way, they are still 

getting the lessons they need and progressing very well.  I love this school and it’s been great for my kids.” 

Meet Two Preschool Families
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The Scarchilli Family
Raechel Betz Scarchilli ’94 and her husband, John, 
selected Mercy for their two boys Michael, an extended 
dayer in Whitney and Bonni’s class and Gabe, a three year 
old with Yvonne and Tricia.  Raechel was a member of 
the first class to graduate from Mercy Montessori’s junior 
high program in 1994.  The family lives in Madeira.

“I began Mercy half way through kindergarten, because 
my parents did not like our local school option.  My 
brother and sister went all the way through, but I was a 
bit of a school hopper.  I left Mercy twice and returned 
twice.  Apparently I told my parents that I was having 
fun in the big, public setting, but “I can’t learn anything at this school.”  So, I came back 
to Mercy for 8th grade.  I guess because Brett and Sonya were always here, Sr. Jacinta kept 
letting me return!  I am still very close with my 8th grade class that includes Mercy parents 
Libby Cherrington (part of the upper el teaching team) and Justin Masterson.  This summer 
I celebrated what we called our 20 Year Friendship Anniversary in DC with my dear Mercy 
friend, Vidhya (pictured right).  We learned so much with Keith and Sr. Aloyse, had a great 
time, and were completely prepared for high school, college, and beyond - a number of our 
classmates went on to medical school. 

“As parents, John and I have loved seeing the progression of Michael from being a 3 year 
old to an extended dayer.  We now know what it all evolves into, which is great as we 
watch Gabe begin his three year cycle.  John and I really enjoy observing the boys in their 
classrooms.  Watching Gabe in Yvonne’s class is fun because Yvonne was my extended day 
teacher!  Gabe is in the exact same classroom, learning the same amazing lessons, with the same amazing teacher.  I remem-
ber so clearly sitting on that black line, being in different locations around the classroom, and specific works.  The education at 
Mercy is very memorable.  John, who was always a good student, doesn’t remember much of his school experience.  We think 
that’s one of the big differences between a traditional and Montessori education.  As parents, we really value growing that 
enthusiasm and excitement around learning.  

“For us, having the kids at Mercy is not just an academic decision.  We don’t worry about what they are doing in the classroom 
or feel we have to work on academics at home.  We are confident that they are getting what they need at school.  Classroom 
time is so well spent that they are not burdened with the take home work some of our friend’s kindergartners have each night.  
John and I have a high level of trust in the boys’ growing skills; it’s because of the strong academics that we can enjoy them at 
home and have the flexibility to do those things we like doing together.  Having a three and five year old is wonderful because 
we can see the progression in subjects like reading and math and understand how they put it all together intellectually. 

“John and I have liked the religious aspect of Mercy even more than we thought we would, and the children love it.  It’s so nice 
that they come to school in a peaceful environment.  Families need any help they can get with raising their children!  Michael 
and Gabe sing the classroom songs to us and put on concerts for our extended family.  It’s a riot.  We hear the My God song, 
the Pledge of Allegiance, and the Peace Builders Pledge regularly, maybe daily.  We use it as family entertainment; it’s so cute 
to hear the Pledge of Allegiance recited with such passion!  The grandparents love it. 

“We came to the recent Journey Through Montessori Night because I thought John would like it.  He found it amazing; he’s a 
real math person.  To see how the math concepts develop over the years and learn about the curriculum was tremendous.  I 
remember doing the math works.  This was a chance for John to see Montessori in action; and he got it.  He particularly liked 
Steve’s explanation of the lessons.  And when Steve shared that he wants students to work really hard when they are at school, 
go home, climb trees, and recharge to do it again, we agreed.  Giving Michael and Gabe this opportunity to be peaceful and 
calm and focused when they are here at Mercy is so important to us.” 



Board Member Highlight:  Inyeai Ororokuma
Inyeai Ororokuma is happily in her second three year term as a 
member of Mercy Montessori’s Board of Trustees.  Inyeai is an  
attorney by training and an educator by heart.  With an under- 
graduate degree from Wellesley College and a JD from Vanderbilt 
University, education was a major priority when selecting a school 
for her daughter, Sibongile Sithe (Bongi).  Bongi, a member of Mercy’s 
Class of 2003, graduated several years ago from Yale University 
with a degree in English and concentration in fiction writing.  After 
years practicing public interest law, Inyeai now works for Cincinnati 
Public Schools as a Career Pathways Consultant and was hired to 
develop a high school Career Pathway in Business and Law and later 
joined the teaching faculty.  Inyeai has just received her M.Ed. from 
Wright State University; education is this trustee’s passion.  

“I’ve chosen to continue my involvement with the school because I fell in love with Mercy when Bongi was there.  Mercy offers a 
developmentally appropriate and caring way to educate children.  I love how they teach the students to learn, not just stuff their 
heads with facts.  Teachers ignite them with a love of learning and the Montessori method deals with all of the students’ senses.  
If a child can’t figure out how to solve something one way, they can always find another. 

“I’ve always liked that Mercy was located in the heart of an urban community.  As an African American, the proximity to regular, 
working class people, those you see waiting at a city bus stop, was important.  I was willing to drive her anywhere to get to a good 
school, but at Mercy she could see that you could be in the heart of an urban neighborhood and get a first world education.  
  
“Bongi began back when there was an afternoon class for two year olds with Sr. Martha and we stayed.  Mercy gave Bongi an 
incredibly solid foundation and self-confidence, and it is great because of the spiritual aspect.  This is imbedded in them so that 
there is a sense of kindness and caring.  Mercy is an extension of your family, an environment of true learning, not just a school 
where you drop children off and hope they stay out of trouble.  

“When we started, there wasn’t a junior high and I was thrilled when we didn’t have to make a change.  Bongi could segway 
from the pure Montessori curriculum of grade school to the intermediate years of the 7th and 8th grade.  The junior high  
gives them a great transition and our students are so well prepared when they leave.  Not to say that every student is going to 
be stellar, but they are going to have curiosity and a passion for learning what their interests are.  Being a co-learner with their 
teachers gives them the ability to talk comfortably with adults, but with respect.  This helps them stand out when they move  
to a new educational institution. 

“Bongi found her passion working with Yale’s sustainable farm and Marsh Botanical Garden.  She is now the Assistant Farm 
Manager at Kennebec Valley Community College’s farm to table sustainable farm in Maine.  Bongi loves what she does and  
has a curiosity and determination that were fostered at Mercy.

“As a trustee, I believe in the mission of Mercy Montessori.  I’ve seen the school grow with student enrollment.  We are  
always looking to improve our infrastructure and to fundraise and keep the sliding scale in place.  I am happy to be involved 
through the board.”  
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Inyeai	Ororokuma	is	pictured	with	her	mother	and	
daughter,	Bongi	‘03,	during	Senior	Day	at	Yale,	which		
is	held	the	day	before	graduation.
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