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Need something to live for? The Mercy Times

What you should read
in this edition:
Game Page, Comics,
Whats Happening in
the World, Top Ten
Animals That Will
Make you go awe, and
an article about this
year’s Valentine
Luncheon.

Air Pollution Could Contribute to ADHD
By: Jerry O’Hara
A new study points to pregnant mothers inhaling PAHs* (a type of air pollutant) as
possibly contributing to attention problems in their children later in life. About one in
ten children has been diagnosed with ADHD, and PAHs may cause primarily inattentive
ADHD, one of the three types of the disorder. Do you think that air pollution contributes
to ADHD?
*polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons

EXPERIMENT AT HOME:
Experiment: Make your own quicksand!
Materials: 1 cup maize, 1/2 cup water, 1 large plastic container, 1 spoon.
Directions: Mix the maize and water together in the container and drop something in.
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What’s Been Happening This Month?
By: Nicholas McCarty

Gas Prices Have Been Lowering for
Months!
Have you been filling up your gas lately?
Have you realized that it has been
significantly cheaper? Well, gas has been
dropping for the past few months and will
continue to drop through 2015. The national
average for gas was $2.60 per gallon, but now
in the past few months the average recorded gas price has dropped by
30%. People expect that the average person is going to save 452 dollars.
All this is happening thanks to drilling in the Gulf of Mexico and
the increased techniques of hydraulic fracturing or fracking. Domestic
oil production has increased every year since 2008.

The Ebola Epidemic
The 2014/2015 Ebola epidemic is the largest in history, affecting
many countries such as West Africa. There were a few cases reported in
Nigeria and Senegal, but these cases have been contained. Two
imported cases, including one death, and two local cases in healthcare
workers were reported in the United States. For the first time since June
29, 2014, there have been less than 100 new confirmed cases reported
in a week in Guinea, Liberia, and Sierra Leone.
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Dear Darcy
Dear Darcy,
Why is life so hard?! I always have to put away my laundry and the
dishes, because my mom says “everyone does their share”, but my
brother just sits and plays Minecraft® all day! It’s soooooooooo unfair! I
have told my mom this, but she just says “don’t be a tattle tale!” Please
help me, Darcy. I need your advice.
Yours Truly, GrapeAppleSauce1298
Dear GrapeAppleSauce,
I see where you are going with this and you're not the
only one. You may think your brother does no work, but he
does, or he is waiting to do it. Even if he does no work, you
should still do yours. Nobody likes a hypocrite.
Yours Truly,

Dear Darcy,
I have a problem. I love lollipops and I probably will never be able
to stop eating them for lunch, breakfast, and dinner. But since I am 97
years old, every time I eat one I choke. Please help me.
Sincerely, The Lollipop Eater
Dear The Lollipop Eater,
I have no idea what to say except how in the world have
you survived 97 years with just eating lollipops? I guess what I
should be saying is just try new foods. Here is my advice next
time you pick up a lollipop: stop and think.
Sincerely,
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Happy Hearts
By: Ben Heitkamp
Every year the Upper El and the
Lower El come together every year to
have lunch, recess, and craft together.
The Upper El is given a buddy to have
fun with. They come together for
Valentine’s day.
On Thursday the 12th the Lower
El came up to the Upper El and the
Upper El gave the Lower El children a
sweet Valentine treat. The Upper El
has lots of fun with their buddy, and
every year it’s always a huge success!

Holiday Hype
By: Henry
In the 9-12 around
Valentine’s Day every year, the
6-9 goes up to the 9-12 for the
Valentines Day Luncheon (it’s not
really on Valentines Day, though).
This year the luncheon was on
the 12th. Each 9-12 person got a
buddy and made a name-tag for
them. Kids in the 9-12 bought
desserts for their buddies. There
are stations that kids go to are:
lunch, recess, and crafts. I think
these things are fun when I did
them last year, even though I did
them as a 6-9 kid. I think that the
treat you get as a 6-9 kid is tasty.

The Mercy Times wishes
that you had a good Valentines Day!
The Mercy Times
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February Cartoons

Bacon!!!!
By: Sal
Dugan
<—————-

Valentines
Day
Comics!
—————
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Game page

by Sal

Cute Picture of the month! Optical Illusion of the Month!

Try to finish!
<————————-
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Top Five Animals
That Will Make You Go “Awww!”
By: Lily Coughlin
Number 5- Miniature ponies
Fun Fact: They are common pets in the U.S. and
Europe
Number 4- Havanese Puppies

Number 3 - Rag-doll Cats
Fun Fact: Internet sensation grumpy cat is a
rag-doll cat.
Number 2- Fennec Foxes
Fun Fact: They are a very endangered
species.

Number 1- White Fluffy Pomeranians
Fun Fact: Probably one of the cutest dogs you have ever seen!
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Thats A Heck of a Horoscope!
By: Ben Heitkamp and Cate Rose
March 21st - April 19
Aries- You will live in a giant mansion with 8 kids, have a really big obsession
of Diet Dr. Pepper, and one of your children will go to Harvard College and
your other seven children are under the age of 15 so you will live a good life.
April 20th- May 20th
Taurus- you will die as the oldest person ever you will be a very famous
football player and you will be the quarterback for the New York Jets. Your
favorite food is cheese puffs and you only eat cheese puffs. You will be single
and like it.
May 21st -June 20th
Gemini-you will be a personal chef to Jennifer Lawrence you think you are an
amazing so you will compete in cutthroat kitchen and win 15,000 dollars so
you quit your chef job, buy a mansion, get married and have 2 kids. You will
live an amazing life.
June 21st-July 20th
Cancer- You are a very poor person until you win the 10,000,000 dollar
lottery you will adopt 4 children and you will get married at the age 57. You
will also win the world strongest human competition and you will win an
extra $100,000 and be the richest person ever and be very happy.
July 23-August 22
Leo- you work at a thrift store and live in a van down by the river and really,
really not like it. 20 years later you win the 1,000,000 jackpot on wheel of
fortune and invest all of your money on a water park you buy that water park
and everyday you will have fun.
August 23-September 22
Virgo-You live in an R.V. and you love your family more than anything and
you guys win family feud and win the 200,000 dollars and your two brothers,
their parents, their parents, and you will live in a giant mansion with them
and live a very happy life with each other.
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September 23 - October 22
Libra- You are living a poor life with very little until you realize that you can
be very successful in school and will find your way to success with being
truthful and will win a prize for being very perfect and love your life a whole
lot and be awesome!
October 23-November 21st
Scorpio-you live in a very urban neighborhood and your hobby is to mime.
You find lots of diamonds and sell it for 2,000,000 dollars and buy a nicer
house in Florida. You open up a knick knack shop and be very rich and live a
happy elderly life.
November 22- December 21st
Sagittarius-you are the ball boy for the LA Dodgers and your boss is really
bossy and the head coach promotes you to assistant coach and you get paid
a lot of money so you live with your wife and two kids on the road because
you always travel with the Dodgers. Your wife home schools your two kids.
December 22-January 1st
Capricorn- You will find yourself in a big problem but your strong
determination will help you find your way to the right thing to do and that
will bring great success and your dreams can come true. You live with your
wife and three kids and live an amazing life.
January 20th-February 19
Aquarius-you are the smartest person in the world and love to eat Brussel
sprouts. You live with a robot wife that you designed yourself she does
everything for you and loves you very much. You love your robot wife and
life more than anything.
February 19-March 20th
Pisces-you work at Dick’s sporting goods and love it, you love to drink orange
soda later on you open a dairy business and earn $1,000,000,000 a year and
be very rich and live a very happy life with your wife and 3 kids.
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Jumping In
By: Ella Barnes
The 3-4 grade Basketball team is a great group of girls. They have only
lost three games in the season so far. All the girls on the team always work
hard and put their best effort in the game. Even if they lose a game they will
still be happy because they had fun and put their best effort in the game. The
3rd graders on the team are new to basketball. It is hard to learn basketball
but they are doing very good for there first time. The players on the team are
Dana Zimmer, Cameron Lewis, AvaJane Meyer, Ivey Stocks, Riley Soutar, and
Ella Barnes. Basketball is a great sport to do because it will keep you active.

WORD SEARCH
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SPECIAL FEATURE
by Carla & 9-12 Students
This past month we have started our unit on the Social Justice topic of “Hunger”
with our 9-12 students. In learning about this topic we also try to empower the
students in ways they can make a difference. Last week we talked about the issue
of Hunger in America and programs for children at risk. We, then, encouraged the
students to write to their congressman to express their opinions on this topic. Here
are a few examples of letters, one from each grade level.
Dear Rep. Chabot,
I am learning about hunger at school. I can see that a lot of people are
hungry. Can you please make sure that people that are hungry get enough food?
They don’t have enough food and water. A lot of people are dying because of not
having enough food.
Please make sure to include that some of the money goes to the hungry, so
that they can go and buy stuff. They could buy food and water. Please make sure
they don’t starve. Please write me back.
Sincerely, xxxx

Dear Representative Wenstrup,
My name is -----. I am a ten-year-old at Mercy Montessori. Lately, we have been
learning about hunger and malnutrition in school. We have been learning about how
hunger affects people all over the world.
Lots of people that I know could say they have been hungry, but they mean
wanting a snack or waiting for lunch. Most people mean that their stomach feels
empty when they wake up and can’t wait for breakfast. I feel that sometimes, and I
feel so bad. Imagine feeling that every day for a long time.
Snow days, for most kids, are awesome, but some kids aren’t so lucky. They are
the ones that get their breakfast and lunch for free at school. For them, snow days
might mean no food for the day.
I hope you will try to protect child nutrition programs this year. Also, I think
you should protect them from cuts and harmful policy changes.
As your constituent, I urge you to improve child nutrition programs.
Sincerely, xxxx
The Mercy Times
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February 27, 2015
Dear Representative Chabot,
I have heard that in the following year, Congress has been considering
renewing nutrition programs. With this possible change, I encourage you to make
sure that children, and people in general, who are at risk for hunger, can get a
healthy diet, that every person has the right to.
In our school we have been discussing hunger programs and the impact they
have over the hungry population accumulating in the United States. In order to
ensure that these beneficial programs can function properly, I urge you to protect
those programs from cuts and harmful policy changes, while still not cutting other
safety-net programs. At the same time that I urge you to protect the programs from
the preceding, I also want you to think about the government spending and try to
minimize the great number of dollars spent each year for unnecessary causes.
The average American now spends 23 percent of his or her income on food
and gas. That number is going to rise more and more each year with all of the extra
finances our government weaves into our lives. Food is a necessity, and millions of
people and child alone, are either not getting the right nutrition, or not getting any
food at all.
As you vote on new causes in Congress, I greatly encourage you to bring
attention to the hunger problem that is rising in the United States and urge you to
protect nutrition programs from cuts and harmful policy changes.
Sincerely, xxxx

Thank you for reading the Mercy Times!
See you next month!
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