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Father
Shappelle
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WELCOME AND
HAPPY BIRTHDAY!

MERCY
FALLOWEEN

A fun annual event.

!

Yvonne Reissig
and Susan
Flaspohler

Meet two teachers.

!

Junior High
Confirmation

A very special event.

THE MERCY TIMES
Need something to live for?

THANK YOU TO
STEVE’S CIRCLE FOR
ORGANIZING OUR
MASS!
Writers of The Mercy Times:
Nicholas McCarty
Jacob Geiger
Jerry O’Hara
Andrew Kelm
Michael Rohs
Ben Heitkamp
Te Wright
Mac Wright
Max Fink
Ella Barnes
Sal Dugan
Norah Spears
Avery Reider

Happy Birthday Father Shappelle!
!
On October 14, 2014 Father Shappelle turned 90. Read more about this on
page 2.
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Happy Birthday Father
Shappelle! by Andrew Kelm
!
Father Shappelle is a great priest. He was only 14 when he
entered the Seminary. When he was a kid, not many Catholics
went to college. A quote from him is “People appreciate what I do.
Being a priest was a good choice, and I have no regrets. I’ve never
thought about being anything but a priest.” He has been a priest
at Mercy for 42 years. He said, “It was a very good thing as a
young Catholic boy to become a priest.”
On Tuesday, October 14, Steve’s Circle planned a mass and
Father Shappelle came. The focus of the mass was to celebrate his
90th Birthday! Steve’s circle gave him “The Book of Hands” as a
birthday present. Our community all wrote their names in that
book. Father Shappelle was very grateful to get the book. Father
Shappelle did a great job.
_____________________________________________

MERCY FALLOWEEN
By Aryah Redmond and Nicholas McCarty
Mercy’s Falloween, an annual fall favorite for Preschool
and Lower Elementary students, took place at Parky's Farm this
year. It was on Sat, October 25, 12:30pm – 3:30pm.

!
Parents coordinated the festivities, Which was
underwritten by the MMPA. The new venue, Parky's Farm, offers
animal rides, animal experiences with goats and ponies, a costume
parade, and refreshments. Children and adults dress up in fun and
friendly costumes. This was a fun and fantastic afternoon, Lower
EL and Preschool students and their siblings were invited. The
address is 10073 Daly Road, Cincinnati, OH 45231. Kids were very
excited this year for the event.

!
!

Falloween
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HIGHLIGHTED TEACHERS:
Yvonne Reissig and Susan Flaspohler
An Interview with Yvonne Reissig
By: Cate Rose
What is your favorite lesson?
The stamp game.
Why?
Because the children are learning the four operations of
addition, multiplication, subtraction, and division.
Why you choose to be a 3-6 teacher?
I have always loved the age group. They have such a
wonderful spirit and live in the moment. I learn a lot from them everyday!
Favorite field trip?
Sunrock Farm. I love seeing the children interact with the animals. They get to feed them and help
take care of them and for many of them, it is their first exposure to farm animals.
Favorite Mercy memory?
My favorite Mercy memory is from way back when I won $5000 for a Q102 radio contest from The
Banana Man. My children helped me make my sign for the contest and always believed that I would
win. So the next day after the contest, he showed up in his banana costume and gave each of them a
dollar.
Favorite food? Pizza.
Favorite color? Pink.
How long have you been working? I’ve been working at Mercy for 30 years.
Is doing carline hard and how do you know all those cars?
I get a lot of help from the other teachers when doing carline - it is a group effort for sure! You begin
to recognize cars after a while and I even find myself doing it while out about the city!
What is the most children that you have ever had in your classroom? 32 children!
Why do you choose Mercy over any other school?
I interned at Mercy while studying for my Master's at Xavier. I knew that it was one of the best
Montessori schools in Cincinnati and I was so lucky to get hired the next year. I have never wanted to
leave since then!
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Susan Flaspohler had a Baby!
By Jacob and Ella
We have interviewed Susan Flaspohler for this article
because she had a baby! Here are the Q’s and A’s.
1. How are you?
I am doing well.
2. What are you doing at home?
I am enjoying my time home with Nate. I spend a lot of
time holding Nate, washing bottles, and doing laundry!
We are also having our kitchen redone, so Nate and I are
trying to stay out of the way of all the construction
workers.
3. Is Ryan enjoying Nate?
Ryan is really enjoying being a big brother. He likes to give Nate lots of hugs and kisses, and he
particularly enjoys getting to hold Nate. He is still trying to figure out why babies cry so much.
4. How is it having two children?
Busy!
5. Is Nate having fun with Ryan? (it is ok if you do not know yet) ;)
It's hard to tell, but I think he is.
6. Who does he look like? (Mark or You or someone else?)
While Ryan looks more like Mark, I think Nate looks more like me. He has dark hair and lots more of
it than Ryan did when he was born!
7. Just to make sure, was he born on September 24? (I am pretty sure that he was born
on September 24, right)
Yes, September 24th.
8. How many hours does Nate sleep in the day, and how many in the night?
Nate sleeps all day and most of the night, but he gets fussy and has a hard time sleeping between 9pm
and midnight.
9. Do you like the cute sounds?
I love them!

!
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Junior High Confirmation

By: Sal Dugan & Henry Kunkel

The Junior High is participating in conformation this year. Confirmation is a rite of
initiation for most Christians. When you are confirmed, it takes place in a church or a chapel
with family, friends, and relatives or even your teachers.
Confirmations happen in November. In confirmation, you have to dress super fancy!
You also have to pick a confirmation sponsor. You need a LOT of practice too. That is the
most important part of it all. “I have had 2 siblings do it and now 3.” said Henry. Sal’s sister
(Sophia) and Henry’s brother (Daniel) are participating in it. This takes a long time to
prepare, because it has lots of steps to it. That’s why they start talking about it in religion in
October not in November. Anyway it is on November 5.

!

!

Caitlin Barnes, Rose, Jacob Barnes
Will Bronsil, Rodrigeuz, Erin Hill
Katherine Cassedy, Suzanne, Suzanne McHugh
Lucia Castellini, Elizabeth, Christina, Zaring
Drake Cooper, Anthony, Patty Normile
Grace Coughlin, Marina, Kathleen Leonard
Sophia Dugan, Maria, Sara Shinn
Mary Gartner, Ann, Heidi Felton

!
!
!

Rosa Gerner, Elizabeth, Linda Thomas

!

Evan Hall, James, Ellen Hall
Ciara Homan, Jane, Lisa Sang

!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!

Courtney Keesee, Catherine, Beth Creedon
Nick Klus, John, Pat Klus
Daniel Kunkel, Joseph, Scott Stegmen
Hope Lewandowski, Quiteria, Carla Booth
Cara Nestor, Catherine, Maureen Nestor

!
!
!

J. P. Normile, Matthew, Michael Munzer
Maddi O’Connell, Elizabeth, Mary Starwalt
Audrey Peters, Joan, Beth Simmons
Oscar Stehlin, Anthony, Thomas Mason
Grace Yi, Teresa, Diane Surrete
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Epic Rewards

ACTING
CLASS

aka “Marabels"

By Max Fink and Te Wright

The marbles in the 9-12 have been around for
about 10 years. Marbles are little rewards the 9-12
circles earn for doing the right thing. Every Friday,
all the circles combine their marbles. If we all work
hard, we can fill up the jar, and get a reward. For
example; extra recess or Halloween dress up. For
that reward, you would have to fill up the jar three
times.
The Upper El can get a few rewards each
quarter. The reason their are marbles, is to get
rewarded for doing good deeds. The rule for
marbles is “Do not ask for them, or you will not get
them.” Being quiet in line is one of the ways you can
receive marbles.
The circle teachers keep their jars of marbles
on their shelves. Steve has white, Mary Ann has
rainbow and a few gold. Carla has blue and Phyllis
has green. Libby has red and Marybeth has light
pink.

!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!

Pinwheels for Peace by Michael Rohs
What do Pinwheels for Peace do for the community?
It brings communities together all working on one project, all thinking
about peace. This year the students made pinwheels in art class.
Pinwheels for peace. Cathy Herring was a big help in starting and
continuing to do this project. Pinwheels for Peace is a international
movement. If the World Were a Village is a book about the Worlds
People. It is showing everyone in the world being 100 people!

By: Norah, Avery, and
Jerry

!

Have you ever
walked by the lunch
room after school on
Thursday or Friday? If
so, you’ve probably seen
an acting class. (Yes
that’s the craziness you
see!) This class is lead
by Kate Willford, an
actress at the Ensemble
Theater downtown. We
do all kinds of stuff like
improvisation. At the
end of the year we do a
big play. Normally the
plays are already
written. Every year new
students join the acting
class. There are
different classes, on
Friday is the 9-12 and
Thursday is the 6-9. The
students really enjoy
this lovely class.
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Mercy
Sports

Soccer

By Sal, Ben, Trey, and
Mac.

Soccer is the largest sport at Mercy. At least 120 people at
Mercy play soccer each school year. It is aloud for all the grades
except for Preschool. The school participates in both fall and
spring soccer. Each year the school gets a trainor this year the
trainer is Coach Carl. The school works with Say Soccer©. Here
are the divisions: Passers are ages 6-7, Wings are ages 8-9, Strikers
are ages 10-11 and Kickers are ages 12-13.

Track & Field
!

Pictured: Carl Davey, Mercy Soccer
Trainer

!

Track and Field is open to Boys and
Girls of grades 4th-8th. Practices begin after
Easter and go to late-May. There are up to 4-5
meets per season including the CYO
Championship. Practices are held Monday,
Wednesday, and Thursday. They are starting
after school and ending at 5:00. Practices are
held in the upper Mercy parking lot (where
upper carline is) or in the gym if the weather is
questionable. Tom Grant is the track coach.

!

Swimming

Mercy swimm
ers start
learning at ag
e 3. You are a
loud
to start swim
ming starting
with
grades 1-8. M
ore than 50
students part
icipate every
year.
Mercy swimm
ers are under
the
look of long-l
asting athleti
c
teacher Tom
Grant and Be
cky
Monahan. Th
e practices st
art
on the first M
onday of
November an
d meets are a
t the
Xavier Unive
rsity’s Swim
Center. Merc
y swimmer’s
do 2
individual ev
ents and 3 re
lays.

Basketball
Basketball is open to all boys and girls that
are in grades 3-8. You can never get kicked off the
team, and, if you go to another school, you can still
play on a team that is your age level. The girls play
in the fall from September to October. Usually the
girls’ practice starts in late August. The boys start
practice in November. Games are between early
December to late January. Practices are either in the
Mercy gym or facilities near Mercy. Games are in
various places, however, not at Mercy. The boys
usually have the 3rd and 4th on a team, the 5th and
6th graders on a team, and the seventh and eighth
graders on a team. Sometimes the fifth graders are
on a team by themselves and that means the sixth
graders are also by themselves playing.
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Game	
  Page!

Alton’s	
  thought	
  for	
  the	
  day:	
  	
  A	
  day	
  without	
  cookies	
  is	
  like	
  a	
  
day	
  without	
  a	
  shower	
  -‐	
  it	
  stinks!	
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Teacher and Staff Word Search!

! !
Bonni
Carla
Diane Heidi Jodie
Noreen
Phyllis
Yvonne

!
Chris
Libby
Steve

Becky
Lisa
Susan

Christy
Marybeth
Tricia
Whitney

OPTICAL ILLUSION OF THE MONTH

